Wolcott Selectboard Meeting
Minutes
February 15, 2023

Wolcott Town Office/Zoom: 6:00 p.m.

All Minutes are draft until approved by the Selectboard
Please see future Minutes for approval of these Minutes

Present: Linda Martin, Kurt Klein, Allen Carpenter, Richard Lee
Absent Kurt Billings

Employees: Belinda Harris Clegg, Deb Klein

Public: Dolan Patrick, Joe Hester Ingram

Guest: Seth Jensen, LCPC

Martin called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m.

Amendments to the Agenda: Klein asked for an executive session at the end of the meeting to discuss a
personnel issue. Martin asked that approval of the Minutes, and Comments from the Community and
Correspondence be moved to later in the meeting so the board can discuss upcoming Town Meeting day
with the Moderator next. Martin will provide updates under Selectboard review/action. No objection.

Town Meeting — discussion

The board reviewed with Moderator, Joe Hester Ingram, the Warning for next month’s Town Meeting.
This year’s meeting will be a little different. Although there will be an in-person meeting at the Wolcott
Elementary School, voting for Town officers will be by Australian ballot. Article 5, the proposed
Selectboard budget will be a floor vote.

Article 4 asks voters whether the Selectboard should engage in negotiations with Champlain Qil
Company to purchase a .34 acre parcel along VT Rte. 15. Phase 1 of a Brownfield study has been
conducted since there had previously been a gas station at that location. The Town should receive a
report with the findings before Town Meeting. If purchased, the Town would most lkely use the area to
provide additional parking.

The meeting will be livestreamed, and a recording will be available for later viewing on YouTube. The
livestream will not be interactive.

Renewal of Waste Water Grant

Seth Jensen, Deputy Director of Lamoille County Planning Commission (LCPC), has been working with the
Wolcott Village Waste Water Committee. Jensen stated it is time to renew the grant application to the
State Intended Use Plan for water and waste water. Wolcott needs to apply each year to ensure it is in
line for funding should the Town go forward with the waste water project.

LCPC recommends the Town double the total project cost estimate to $5,425,000. That way the State
would reserve sufficient funds for the project. There is no penalty if the Town does not go forward with
the project. The application has been completed, but needs Selectboard approval. Discussion ensued.
Motion by Klein to approve renewal and submission of the grant application as discussed. Seconded by
Lee. Voting: All 4 in favor.




Comments from the Community: None.
Correspondence: Notice was received of a cat biting its owner right before the cat was put down.

Approval of Minutes of February 1, 2023: Motion by Klein to approve the Minutes of February 1.
Seconded by Carpenter. Discussion: None. Voting: 3 in favor. Lee abstained. Motion carried.

Project Manager’s Report

Klein summarized the board’s concerns about the deteriorating condition of North Wolcott Road, and
heavy truck traffic on the road. The board would like the State to take over maintenance of the road. Our
State Representatives contacted VTrans, but they declined to change the road’s classification. The board
has asked LCPC to conduct a road study in the spring, and will look at accident reports. According to
Martin, Craftsbury is interested in joining this venture, since they would like to have the State take over
their portion of the road. Bruce Urie, co-chair of the Craftsbury Selectboard, has been invited to attend
the March 1 meeting to discuss the issue. If no resolution can be reached with the State, the board may
have to consider closing North Wolcott Road to tractor trailer traffic.

Klein provided an update on the status of the property located at 74 School Street that contains a vacant
mobile home. The current owner resides in California and has never lived in Wolcott. The property went
to tax sale and was purchased by another individual. Then the California owner sought a tax abatement
claiming the mobile home was open to the public and was being used as a church parsonage. That claim
was denied. Then the California owner applied for property tax assistance through the State of Vermont.
The Town has notified the State that the owner does not live on the property, so does not qualify for
State assistance with the property taxes.

The Town will apply again this year for a Class 2 Highway Grant. It is anticipated that funds would be
used to complete patching North Wolcott Road.

Martin contacted Vermont Fish and Wildlife to see if they might be interested in purchasing the East Hill
property owned by the Town. The Agency claims they do not have the funds to buy it. Martin has written
to Vermont River Conservancy to see if they may be interested in owning the property, but has not heard
back yet. The board expressed interest in protecting the property, and for now feels the property should
be retained.

Selectboard review/action
The Town Meeting discussion was held earlier in the meeting with Moderator, Joe Hester Ingram.

Martin stated that paperwork for the Brook Road culvert project has been sent to FEMA for
reimbursement. The total was $552,920.45. FEMA is responsible for 90%, the Town $38,700, and the
State $16,500.

Martin has been seeking quotes for the purchase of green, reflective 911 signs and posts for the Town-
wide project. Work Safe can provide signs for $14.95 each. With 6’ posts, the total would be $29,298
assuming there are 942 ordered. Following discussion, Martin will let Work Safe know the Town is
interested, and to prepare a contract. Additional bids will be sought. The posts and signs will need to be
installed. Grunts Move Junk, near St. Albans, will be contacted to see if they perform that type of work.



Lee noted that the previously reported junk car issues in North Wolcott are getting worse. Klein stated a
report will be made to the Litter & Junk Committee. There are several organizations that will pick up junk
cars at no charge.

Motion by Martin to enter executive session to discuss a personnel matter. Seconded by Lee. Voting: all 4
in favor. The Selectboard entered executive session at 6:54 p.m. The board came out of executive session
and the meeting resumed at 6:58 p.m. It was noted that back when the salaries for the Listers had been
corrected, the salary for the Zoning Administrator had not been corrected. Motion by Lee to change the
hourly salary for the Zoning Administrator, on average 6 hours per week, from $20 to $25 effective
immediately. Seconded by Carpenter. Voting: 3 in favor. Martin abstained.

Adjourn: Motion by Lee to adjourn. Seconded by Klein. Voting: All 4 in favor. The meeting was adjourned
at 7:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by Deb Klein

The next regularly scheduled Selectboard Meeting — March 1, 2023



