Wolcott Selectboard Meeting
Minutes
April 19, 2023

Wolcott Town Office/Zoom/phone-in: 6:00 p.m.

All Minutes are draft until approved by the Selectboard
Please see future Minutes for approval of these Minutes

Present: Linda Martin, Kurt Klein, Allen Carpenter, Kurt Billings, Richard Lee
Employees: Deb Klein

Presenters: Sal Morales, Meghan Rodier, Andrew Ross, Lisa Birmingham
Public: Bruce Wheeler, Steve Princ, Monica Cross, Jim Robert

Martin called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m.

Amendments to the Agenda: Lee asked that Transfer Station trash prices be added to the Agenda,
without objection. Issue will be added to Selectboard review/action.

Approve Minutes of April 5, 2023: Motion by Klein to approve the Minutes of April 5. Seconded by
Carpenter. Discussion: None. Voting: 4 in favor with Lee abstaining.

Presentation: Municipal Planning Grant — School House match: Sal Morales, Planner with Lamoille
County Planning Commission (LCPC), presented the full board with an update on the Municipal Planning
Grant that LCPC submitted on behalf of the Town of Wolcott last December seeking funds for a site
feasibility study to be conducted on the old School House. The total amount of the grant is $20,075. The
amount awarded is $18,067, which would require a match from the Town of $2,008. Discussion ensued.
The study would address external services of the building. If the board wishes to move forward, then
LCPC would put out a Request for Proposal (RFP) for a consultant to perform the work. In the event that
all bids received exceeded the total amount of the grant, the board could consider other funding
sources, or could pull back the proposal and redo it. The work would need to be performed by January,
2025. Motion by Lee to expend $2,008 of ARPA funds for the Municipal Planning Grant match. Seconded
by Klein. No further discussion. Voting: All in favor.

Presentation: Health Equity & Community Design TA Pilot program: Meghan Rodier, Planner with LCPC,
reported she has been discussing with the Wolcott Planning Commission the Health Equity & Community
Design TA Pilot program offered through the Vermont Department of Health and Vermont Department
of Housing and Community Development. The program would provide technical assistance, or advice, to
a few towns to work on healthy community design and equity projects. The Planning Commission is in
favor of pursuing the opportunity. Motion by Klein to approve LCPC moving forward with the application
to the State for participation in the TA pilot program. Seconded by Lee. Voting: All in favor. Rodier will
keep the Selectboard updated on progress.

Presentation: Lamoille FiberNet — ARPA funds request: Andrew Ross, Wolcott’s representative on the
Lamoille County FiberNet CUD (LCFN), was present along with Lisa Birmingham, LCFN Executive Director.
Ross outlined the opportunity for Wolcott to contribute funds towards broadband expansion in town
with a one-to-one match from the Vermont Community Broadband Board (VCBB). Of the 138 LCFN
addresses in town, 122 have been identified as unserved or underserved. The board previously approved



ARPA funds for the NEK CUD. LCFN is seeking a $15,000 contribution. Motion by Klein to provide $15,000
of ARPA funds to the Lamoille County FiberNet CUD for the Wolcott town match. Seconded by Martin.
No further discussion. Voting: All in favor.

Local Emergency Management Plan (LEMP) — 2023: Steve Princ, Wolcott’s Emergency Manager,
discussed with the board the LEMP for 2023. The Plan, due May 1, is pretty much the same as last year
with a couple of minor changes. Motion by Klein to approve the Local Emergency Management Plan for
2023. Seconded by Lee. Voting: All in favor.

Comments from the Community: None.

Correspondence: The board received for approval a driveway permit on Baldwin Brook Road. The Road
Foreman approved the location. Motion by Billings to approve the driveway permit as requested on
Baldwin Brook Road. Seconded by Klein. Voting: All in favor.

Project Manager Report

-Klein reported that it appears Lamoille Kennels will continue in business, but under new ownership.
-Work continues on Phase 2 of improvements to the Town’s website.

-Ownership of property at 74 School Street transferred to the individual who had purchased it at tax
sale.

-LCPC is working on securing funding for a Phase 2 Brownfield study on land owned by Champlain Oil.
-Wolcott submitted a request to share in the nation-wide opioid settlement.

-Rob Moore, LCPC, will guide the Town in moving forward with the Grants in Aid work on road segments.
-Klein and Martin were part of a tour of State-owned land between the gazebo and the rail trail to
consider its suitability as a parking area for snowmobile trailers. It was determined the area is too wet.
Land by the ballfields would be a better location for such a parking area. Signage will be required.
-Green Up Day is Saturday, May 6 and is again being organized by the Litter Committee. Bags are
available at Town Office. Bags will also be available on the 6™ at the gazebo across the parking lot from
the Library and Town Office. Chili will be served to volunteers at no charge between 10:00 and 1:00 p.m.
The Litter Committee purchased new Don’t Trash Wolcott signs that are being posted around Town.
-Klein is working on a draft of a possible Vacant & Dangerous Building Ordinance.

-There may be an individual interested in filling the handyman position. If not, the position will be
advertised.

-The Highway Department has been grading and laying gravel. Klein has received calls expressing
gratitude for the work the Highway Department has been doing during this year’s mud season. The road
crew has started brush cutting along the road sides to improve the line of sight.

Selectboard review/action

Transfer Station Trash Prices: The board continues to look for cost-saving measures to get the Transfer
Station back operating in the black. The special cardboard container was discontinued to eliminate the
added expense. Some folks may not be aware there is a charge for recycling, so are not disclosing to the
attendant they have recycling with them. Some prices had not been updated on the signage. Increased
costs for fuel and transportation necessitate an increase in trash bag prices. All Metals charges a dollar
more for trash bags than does Wolcott. They also charge more for recycling. Motion by Lee to raise trash
bag prices by $1 to $4 for a 15-gallon bag, $6 for a 30-gallon bag, and $8 for a 45-gallon bag effective
May 6, 2023. Seconded by Klein. Voting: All in favor. Recycling remains $1 for a 15-gallon tote.

DRB/Planning Commission; Cemetery Commission — vacancies: No one ran for the vacant Cemetery
Commission position on Town Meeting day. The Selectboard posted the position as required. Bradley



Horstman, Simmons Road, expressed his interest in the position. Motion by Klein to appoint Bradley
Horstman to the vacant position on the Cemetery Commission. Seconded by Lee. Voting: All in favor.

The Zoning Administrator received an email from Chad Roy in which he resigned his positions on the
Development Review Board and Planning Commission effective April 6, 2023. He wishes to focus on his
career and family commitments. The vacancies were posted as required. Martin received emails from
two interested parties which she read aloud. Another individual expressed an interest in serving as an
alternate. Motion by Martin to appoint Deborah Klein to fill the vacancy created by the resignation of
Chad Roy, term to expire in 2026. Seconded by Lee. No further discussion. Voting: 4 in favor with K. Klein
abstaining. The board can reach out to those interested in serving as an alternate.

Appointment of Town Officers

Martin stated that the Selectboard needs to appoint Officers for 2023. Martin read the names of those
interested:

Animal Control Officer: Dean Mercier

Road Foreman: Dillan Cafferky

Tree Warden: Mike Green

Lamoille County Planning Commission Director: Maxfield English

Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC): Linda Martin

TAC Alternate: Kurt Klein

Board of Supervisor, LRSWMD: Phillip Wilson

Emergency Manager: Steve Princ

Assistant Emergency Manager: Elliot Bjerke

Energy Coordinator: Kee Gillen

Green Up Vermont Committee: Litter Committee

NEK CUD representative: Bruce Wheeler

LCFN CUD representative: Andrew Ross

Wolcott Planning Commission: Jim Robert

Zoning Administrator for 2024: Tom Martin

Motion by Klein for the Selectboard to appoint officers as read by Martin. Seconded by Lee. Voting: All in
favor. Other officer positions will be addressed at the end of June.

Certificate of Compliance — Road Standards: The board discussed the road standards Certificate of
Compliance for this year. Motion by Lee to adopt the Certificate of Compliance for road standards.
Seconded by Klein. Voting: All in favor.

Mowing of Town Properties — bids: Martin opened the two bids that were received prior to the deadline
of April 15, 2023. The bids submitted were from Isaac Spaulding, LLC, and HC Property Management. The
board discussed the information contained in the two bids. Motion by Lee to accept the lower bid for
mowing, trimming, and cleanup of Town properties for three years submitted by Isaac Spaulding, LLC.
Seconded by Carpenter. No further discussion. Voting: All in favor.

Adjourn: Motion by Billings to adjourn. Seconded by Lee. Meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by Deb Klein

Next regularly scheduled Selectboard meeting — May 3, 2023



