Wolcott Selectboard Meeting
Minutes
May 17, 2023

Wolcott Town Office/Zoom/phone-in: 6:00 p.m.

All Minutes are draft until approved by the Selectboard
Please see future Minutes for approval of these Minutes

Present: Linda Martin, Kurt Klein, Allen Carpenter, Kurt Billings, Richard Lee
Employees: Deb Klein
Public: Bernard Earle, Gordon Young, Kate Wanner, Monica Cross, Joe Cotten, Dolan Patrick

Martin called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Amendments to the Agenda: Martin added discussion of a newsletter, and the Lamoille Valley Rail Trail
(LVRT) Committee to Selectboard review/action, without objection.

Approve Minutes of May 3, 2023: Motion by Lee to approve the Minutes of May 3. Seconded by
Carpenter. Discussion: None. Voting: All in favor.

Comments from the Community: None.

Correspondence:

-The Selectboard received a report from the Treasurer that the delinquent tax total is $144,522. That is
down about $25,000 from last year. The Treasurer will continue efforts to collect past due taxes.

-Black Dirt Farm is charging $14 per tote for sawdust. The Town is purchasing sawdust at a lower cost
from P & R Lumber.

-The Selectboard received the contract for services from the Lamoille County Sheriff’s Office. The board
will review prior to the June 7 meeting.

-Bob Hoadley was hired as the Town’s maintenance man. Project ideas can be referred to Klein who can
place them on the work list.

-The board received a memo from Vermont League of Cities and Towns regarding their services.

Health Officer Report: Bernard Earle reviewed with the board the various tasks he undertakes as Health
Officer. Klein noted the role requires a lot of communication with State officials, and documentation.
Earle will continue to communicate with the board regarding his activities.

Development Review Board, Planning Commission: Martin noted membership is the same for both the
DRB, and Planning. There can be up to nine members; there are currently 5. Michael Paradee discussed
with the board his interest in becoming a member. Motion by Martin to appoint Michael Paradee to
serve as a member of the DRB and Planning Commission. Seconded by Klein. Voting: All in favor.

Town Forest — Discussion

-Kate Wanner, Senior Project Manager at The Trust for Public Land, addressed the board. As part of the
VOREC Community Grant, the Selectboard must guarantee public access to the bridge that will be
constructed on the recreation property. Motion by Lee for the Selectboard to submit a letter
guaranteeing public access to the recreation bridge as part of the VOREC Community Grant. Seconded by
Carpenter. Voting: All in favor.




-Wanner discussed with the board the deeds that will be drawn up for the Bourne property. Brownfield
studies are being conducted in two spots. Discussion included a small pond on the property with an
earthen dam.

-Wanner is working with County Forester, Emily Potter, regarding acreage that is in the Current Use
program, and what would be considered development on the land. The lien may be discharged.
-Gordon Young, Community Forest Committee Chair, reviewed with the board the draft Stewardship Plan
that was developed following several public opinion polls. The Plan will provide an overview of the
forest, and what the Town wants to do with it. Work will continue on the Plan prior to a public hearing.
Board approval may occur by fall. It is anticipated there will be a Standing Committee in the future to
address changes over time. The Forest Committee meets the second Tuesday of the month at 6:00 p.m.
The Selectboard thanked Young and Wanner for their work.

Project Manager Report

Klein stated it appears the DOC work program may be discontinued in July, resulting in no helpers for the
Transfer Station attendant. The Transfer Station attendant is the only person authorized to collect fees.
The public is not allowed beyond the chains in front of the roll offs, or to enter the bins, for liability
reasons. The Town has been charged by Black Dirt Farms for compost that was contaminated with
foreign substances.

Klein updated the board on guardrail installation, mowing and LED light installation at Town properties.
Efficiency Vermont may offer grants for moving away from fluorescent bulbs. The Town’s insurance
company has retained a law firm to represent the Town in a lawsuit. There will be no charge to the Town
unless negligence is found. Work continues on leasing State land to provide space for snow removal
along Railroad Street to access the LVRT in winter, and for a Port-o-let. E-911 signs are starting to be
ordered for Town-wide installation. A road study will be conducted to monitor trailer truck traffic on
North Wolcott Road.

The Highway Department is grading roads. Complaints have been received regarding sharp gravel, and
dust.

Selectboard review/action

LVRT Regional Meetings: Martin has been taking part in discussions regarding the Lamoille Valley Rail
Trail. Now, Regional meetings are going to be held for which the Town needs a representative. The board
will take up the appointment of a representative at the June 7 meeting.

Public outreach: The Wastewater Committee needs public outreach. Thought is being given to the best
way to get the word out. Maybe a newsletter would be good, in addition to Front Porch Forum, the

website, and regular postings. The Morrisville radio station was suggested.

Shed - discussion: The board discussed the need for a shed to hold outdoor items. Ideas and quotes will
be presented at the June 7 meeting.

Adjourn: Motion by Lee to adjourn. Seconded by Klein. The meeting was adjourned at 7:52 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by Deb Klein

Next regularly scheduled Selectboard Meeting — June 7, 2023



