Wolcott Selectboard Meeting
Minutes
June 7, 2023

Wolcott Town Office/Zoom/phone-in: 6:00 p.m.

All Minutes are draft until approved by the Selectboard
Please see future Minutes for approval of these Minutes

Present: Linda Martin, Kurt Klein, Allen Carpenter, Richard Lee, Kurt Billings
Employees: Belinda Harris Clegg, Deb Klein

Guests: Emily Hackett, Achouak Arfaoui, Peter Lazorchak, Amy Macrellis, Seth Jensen
Public: Bruce Wheeler, Dolan Patrick

Martin called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m.
Amendments to the Agenda: None.

Approve Minutes of May 17, 2023: Motion by Lee to approve the Minutes of May 17. Seconded by
Carpenter. Discussion: None. Voting: All in favor.

Comments from the Community:

-Clegg stated that some of the residents on Corley Road wish to bring to the attention of the board the
number of rail trail users who are parking on both sides of Corley Road, impeding traffic. Signage may be
necessary. The road is washboarding from repeated traffic. Martin stated the board will take the matter
under consideration.

-Martin announced that the Lamaoille Valley Rail Trail (LVRT) celebration is Saturday, July 15. The event
starts at 7:30 a.m. in Swanton, with events in Towns along the way, and ends at 7:30 p.m. in St.
Johnsbury. It is anticipated that Governor Scott and Senator Sanders will make a water stop in Wolcott.
The board is seeking ideas about how to celebrate that day.

Correspondence

-The board received a thank you note from Northern Rivers Land Trust for their membership. Their
annual meeting will be held this Sunday in Greensboro.

-The LCPC Planning Meeting will be held June 13 in Wolcott.

Executive Session: Motion by Martin to enter executive session to discuss a personnel issue. Seconded
by Lee. Harris Clegg was invited to join the session, without objection. Voting: All in favor. The board
entered executive session at 6:08 p.m.

The Selectboard came out of executive session and the meeting resumed at 6:16 p.m. Motion by Martin
that a letter be placed in the personnel file of the Transfer Station attendant outlining the concerns of
the Selectboard, and that the attendant meet with Klein to review the letter. Seconded by Lee. Voting: All
in favor.

Treasurer’s Report
Harris Clegg, Treasurer, reviewed financial documents with the board prior to the fiscal year ending June
30, 2023. Clegg discussed with the board the options available for the tax anticipation loan. The cash



management interest rate last year with Union Bank was 1.65 percent. This year it is 3.08 percent. One
option is a loan where the Town would take funds only when needed, with a reinvestment option, as was
done last year. The second option is a non-revolving line of credit. Motion by Klein to take the first option
with Union Bank to borrow $380,000, with an interest rate of 3.80 percent, to cover anticipated
expenses for the next fiscal year. Seconded by Lee. Voting: All in favor. ARPA funds are invested in a CD.
When the CD matures this fall, the funds will be reinvested.

Wastewater Report

Seth Jensen, Deputy Director, Lamoille County Planning Commission (LCPC), reported on the agency’s
continuing work with the Wastewater Committee. The Selectboard also heard from the Vermont
Department of Environmental Conservation’s Emily Hackett, in the Water Investment Division, and
Achouak Arfaoui, with the Indirect Discharge Program. Also in the discussion were Peter Lazorchak, Sr.
Water Resources Engineer, and Amy Macrellis, Sr. Water Quality Specialist, with the consulting firm,
Stone Environmental. The group discussed with the board the preliminary engineering report and
options, as well as potential opportunities for next steps. Motion by Martin to move forward with the
State revolving loan program option. Seconded by Lee. Voting: All in favor. Additional funding sources
will be sought.

The Selectboard will review the written report provided to them. It would be helpful to the group to get
a sense of how interested folks living in the village center are in the project, as well as the rest of the
Town. Bruce Wheeler, Wastewater Committee member, stated economic growth needs a wastewater
system, and this project is a great opportunity for the Town. Additional members are being sought for
the Wastewater Committee. The Selectboard will review the completed wastewater funding application
at the June 21 meeting.

Project Manager Report

-Transfer Station: The broken vents at the landfill have been replaced. The Litter Committee is
considering a date for this year’s Bulk Waste Day. The Transfer Station fees are comparable to other local
facilities. Consideration must be given to an assistant to help the Transfer Station attendant once the
DOC program ends in July.

-A bid has been received from Bill Allen for roadside mowing in the amount of $9,000, the same amount
as last year. Motion by Klein to accept the bid from Bill Allen for roadside mowing in the amount of
$9,000, on the condition the single bid complies with the Selectboard’s Purchasing Policy. Seconded by
Martin. Voting: All in favor.

-It was brought to Klein’s attention that roadside mowing could spread invasive plant species. If
roadsides are mowed now, before the plants seed, they would have to be mowed again before fall. The
better option may be for folks living along roadsides that are mowed, to mark areas they do not wish to
have mowed.

-Based on quotes from Pike Industries, the Road Foreman relayed three options for repaving work on
North Wolcott Road. The costs would be $224,000, $275,000, or $424,000. Klein recommended the first
option to include machine paving and spot shimming 7,000 feet at the ends of North Wolcott Road.
Motion by Lee to accept option one for paving and shimming 7,000 feet of North Wolcott Road at a cost
of $224,000. Seconded by Klein. No further discussion. Voting: All in favor.

-In a pending lawsuit, the Town of Wolcott is being represented by a law firm in Middlebury.

-The Town disputed a statement from the Lamoille kennels for the boarding of a dog over ten days.

-The Town is working with LCPC on financing for the transfer to LED lighting in Town buildings.

-The Town will lease land from the State to allow for space for a portalet and for snow removal by the
LVRT.




-The Planning Commission is working on a Health Equity Grant Study.

-Results have not yet been received on the traffic study on North Wolcott Road.

-Phase 2 of the Brownfield study on the Champlain Oil land should be completed this summer.

-The Town is disputing a statement from Pete’s Rental.

-The board discussed purchasing two file cabinets for about $600. The matter is tabled.

-The Highway Department is working on grading and berm removal. Roadside mowing is upcoming.
Brush cutting and guardrail installation have been completed. Hauling winter sand has started. Klein is
working on a grant to increase signage on roads. LCPC has submitted a letter of support. The application
deadline is June 16.

Selectboard review/action

Town Representative — LVRT meetings: The board is seeking an individual to represent the Town at LVRT
meetings. Anyone interested in serving, or for more information, call 802-888-4376 or email:
townadministrator@wolcottvt.org.

Health Officer Appointment: Appointment of a Health Officer and Deputy Health Officer is tabled to the
June 21 meeting.

Town Hill culvert: Work is underway on the culvert project. The road foreman is working with the
engineer. A survey is being done on the property.

Lamoille County Sheriff’s Office — contract: The contract for law enforcement services to be provided
the Town of Wolcott by the Lamoille County Sheriff’s Office will be signed on behalf of the board. Kurt
Klein will serve as the authorized contact person for the Sheriff’s Office when an animal is seized and
there will be a cost for boarding.

Shed purchase: A recommendation was made to the Selectboard to purchase a 10 x 12 storage shed
from Town & Country Sheds in Wolcott. There is no charge for delivery; there is a minimal set up fee.
Motion by Martin to authorize the purchase of a shed from Town & Country to be delivered and set up
by Town Office at a cost not to exceed $5,000 using ARPA funds. Seconded by Lee. No further discussion.
Voting: All in favor.

Adjourn: Motion by Martin to adjourn. Seconded by Lee. Voting: All in favor. The meeting adjourned at
8:22 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by Deb Klein

The next reqularly scheduled Selectboard meeting —June 21, 2023



