Wolcott Selectboard
Minutes
July 19, 2023

Wolcott Town Office/Zoom/phone-in: 6:00 p.m.

All Minutes are draft until approved by the Selectboard
Please see future Minutes for approval of these Minutes

Present: Linda Martin, Kurt Klein, Allen Carpenter, Richard Lee, Kurt Billings
Presenters: Salvador Morales, Victoria Helwig, Nelson Martelle

Employees: Belinda Harris Clegg, Deb Klein

Public: Brian Cohen, Gary Cohen, Marcia Cohen, Monica Cross, Dolan Patrick

Martin called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Adjustments to the Agenda: Setting the Tax Rate was moved up before Correspondence, and Martin
added Selectboard Comments to Selectboard review/action, without objection.

Approve Minutes of July 5, 2023: Motion by Lee to approve the Minutes of the July 5 Selectboard
meeting. Seconded by Billings. Discussion: None. Voting: All in favor.

Approve Minutes of Emergency Meeting of July 11, 2023: Motion by Klein to approve the Minutes of
the July 11 Emergency Meeting. Seconded by Lee. Discussion: None. Voting: All in favor.

Approve Minutes of Emergency Meeting of July 14, 2023: Motion by Lee to approve the Minutes of the
July 14 Emergency Meeting. Seconded by Klein. Discussion: page 2, paragraph 2 under Town Flood
Damage should read “Linda Martin” suggested the Road Foreman inspect bridges for any substantial
problems. Motion changed to approve as amended. Voting: All in favor of approving the Minutes as
amended.

Comments from the Community: The Cohens own the only residence on Lurvey Road. According to
Lamoille County Planning Commission (LCPC) and VTrans, all of Lurvey Road is designated as a Town trail.
Portions of the road/trail cross the Vermont Association of Snow Travelers (VAST trail). The Cohens
would like to have the Lurvey Rd TR17 sign removed at the intersection with Baldwin Brook Road. The
Cohens would also like to block the road/trail at the intersection with West Hill Road to motorized
vehicles other than snowmobiles. The Cohens stated the VAST association has no objection. Motion by
Martin authorizing removal of the Lurvey Road sign with the understanding Selectboard members will
view the intersection with West Hill Road in preparation for a vote at the August 2 meeting on how best
to proceed. Seconded by Lee. Voting: All in favor.

Set Tax Rate: Harris Clegg reviewed with the board a packet of information regarding the tax rate that
was set last year and the proposed rate for this year. The Homestead tax rate last year was 2.3262. The
proposed Homestead tax rate for this year is 2.3306. The Non-homestead tax rate last year was 2.3707.
The proposed Non-homestead tax rate for this year is 2.4204. Motion by Martin to approve the
Homestead tax rate of 2.3306 and the Non-homestead tax rate of 2.4204 for the 2023-2024 year.
Seconded by Klein. No further discussion. Voting: All in favor.




Correspondence

-The correspondence received from FEMA and the State of Vermont regarding flood services will be
compiled and provided to board members.

-The Plaintiff in the lawsuit against the Town involving a tax sale submitted his opposition to the Town’s
Motion to Dismiss.

-The insurance company denied the Town’s claim for reimbursement for flood damage to structures and
equipment at the School Street recreational field. A claim will be submitted to FEMA.

LCPC: Discussion of Constraints Feasibility Report: Salvador Morales, Planner with LCPC, distributed
three packets of information to the board for review regarding the architectural study of the old
schoolhouse. Nelson Martelle with SHKS Architects, addressed questions from the board. The budget
summary to make the 2,484 square foot building habitable and accessible has a low range of $679,996
to a high range of $775,404. From an architectural perspective, there is a lot of integrity left in the
building, which also has a lot of historic significance. The next step would be a report that would lay out
a schedule of the project. The order of operations can be prioritized. His recommendation would be to
focus on the building envelope, or the exterior, specifically the roof. The board discussed. LCPC staff will
seek out funding. Motion by Lee to move forward with the project and authorize the expenditure of
$9,455 of ARPA funds for an architectural report of conceptual layouts. Seconded by Klein. No further
discussion. Voting: All in favor.

LCPC: Wastewater Committee: Morales provided to the board a draft timeline leading up to a bond vote
in March. Since the Town is the main point of contact for the project, the Wastewater Committee needs
to be formalized. Additional members will be sought, and the Committee will be formalized at the
August 2 meeting. A regular monthly meeting date will be set. Victoria Helwig, Planner with LCPC, will
head up outreach and will be present to answer questions from the public and distribute brochures at
the September 8 BBQ & Information Event.

Project Manager Report

-FEMA was in Town for a brief tour. They observed the damage to Flat Iron Road, and looked at the
culvert that needs work on Town Hill Road.

-All roads in Town are currently open with the exception of Flat Iron Road, which will be closed for some
time. The road crew has been working diligently and has put in a lot of overtime.

-The road crew will collect flood damaged items that are set out on the road side. Roll offs have been set
up by Town Office for a few days. The Town will seek reimbursement from FEMA for collection and
disposal of flood damaged items.

-A representative from the United Way office in Morrisville spoke with folks on School Street who were
impacted by the flood. Her business cards were left at Town Office.

-The Wolcott Fire Department hosted a free BBQ lunch at the Gazebo on Saturday and Sunday for folks
who were impacted by the flood. Hannaford was very generous with donations.

-Martin asked a State geologist to inspect a landslide on private property in North Wolcott. The opinion
is that it will not slide any closer to the residence.

Selectboard review/action

Private Burial Policy & Application Permit: Tabled to allow board members more time to review.
Review School Street Preliminary Plans: The Selectboard discussed the preliminary plans received for
the School Street bridge. The board determined their response would be: no comment.



Selectboard Comments: Martin will provide board members with a copy of the Flood Hazard and River
Corridor (FHRC) model Bylaw for review. If adopted, it could make the Town eligible to receive more
government reimbursement for flood damage.

Adjourn: Motion by Klein to adjourn. Seconded by Lee. The meeting was adjourned at 7:44 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by Deb Klein

Next regularly scheduled Selectboard meeting — August 2, 2023



