Wolcott Selectboard Meeting
Minutes
November 15, 2023

Wolcott Town Office/Zoom/phone-in: 6:00 p.m.

All Minutes are draft until approved by the Selectboard
Please see future Minutes for approval of these Minutes

Present: Linda Martin, Michael Paradee, Allen Carpenter, Kurt Billings
Absent: Richard Lee
Public: Ryan Bjerke, Kee Gillen, Flynt Wein, Ruthanna Demag, Belinda Harris Clegg,

Dolan Patrick, Deb Klein, Larry Moquin

Martin called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.
Adjustments to the Agenda: None.

Approve Minutes of November 1, 2023: Motion by Paradee to approve the Minutes of
November 1. Seconded by Carpenter. Discussion: None. Voting: All 4 in favor.

Comments from the Community

Dolan Patrick requested the Selectboard consider upgrading the audio system used for
recording meetings in the board room. Discussion included the purchase of an additional
microphone for approximately $350, a ceiling mount for the microphone for approximately $50,
and a video card that generally runs between S50 and $150. Motion by Billings to upgrade the
computer system by purchasing a microphone, ceiling mount, and video card for up to $500 to
be paid for with ARPA funds. Seconded by Carpenter. No further discussion. Voting: All 4 in
favor.

Ryan Bjerke brought to the attention of the board that a portion of the newly created temporary
turnaround on Flat Iron Road appears to be on his property. Bjerke requested a No Parking sign
be posted at the turnaround. It was noted that No Through Traffic signs will need to be posted
along the sides of Flat Iron Road before plowing begins.

Correspondence
The board received a letter from Thad Shedd regarding East Hill Road.

Budget Hearings

Fire Department: Moved to the December 6 meeting.

Transfer Station: The board reviewed the written budget proposal prepared by Clegg. The
proposed budget will be taken under consideration.

Library: Demag, Library Trustee, presented to the board a proposed budget of $12,535. The
budget request will be taken under consideration.



Recreation Committee: Postponed.
Athletic Association: Flynt Wein discussed with the board what will be required to get the
School Street ballfield operational following the July flood. Budget proposal postponed.

Project Manager Report

-Much work is still being conducted with regard to FEMA and VLCT insurance claims addressing
flood damage.

-Repair work is ongoing at the Town Garage and at the Fire Station. Motion lights will soon be
installed behind the building.

-Road work along a portion of EImore Pond Road has been completed.

-Several culverts need to be replaced. Due to size requirements, special orders have been
placed.

-Bradley Horstman has been working on upgrading the Town’s website. The new website demo
will be launched soon. Improvements will continue.

Selectboard review/action

Permit request — Consolidated/Evergreen Landscaping: Two right of way excavation permits
have been requested for EImore Pond Road. The permits were approved by the Road Foreman.
Motion by Paradee to approve right of way excavation permits at 3294, and 3122 Elmore Pond
Road. Voting: All 4 in favor. Signs will be posted as needed.

ACO compensation — temporary boarding costs: Lamoille County does not currently have
access to a kennel. In lieu of a kennel, Wolcott’s ACO has been boarding dogs at his home at his
expense. The Town had paid a kennel fee of $10 per dog per day. Motion by Billings to pay
Wolcott’s ACO $10 per dog per day until the Town again has access to a kennel. Seconded by
Paradee. Voting: All 4 in favor.

Printing Contract — Town Report: The Town received a proposed contract from REPRO for the
printing of the Town’s annual report. Options consisted of a one, or two-year contract. The Town
has previously entered into a two-year contract. With a two-year contract, estimating 650
copies of the report with 86 pages, the yearly printing cost would be $2,589.00. Motion by
Billings to enter into the two-year contract with REPRO for the printing of the Town Report.
Seconded by Martin. Voting: All 4 in favor.

Errors & Omissions — Listers: Matter tabled.

Updates

-VLCT insurance provided to the Town the option of increasing uninsured and underinsured
motorist coverage from $250,000 per occurrence, as the Town has done previously, to
$10,000,000 at an additional cost of $400 per year. Following discussion, Motion by Martin to
keep the uninsured and underinsured motorist coverage at $250,000, and authorizing the Town
Clerk to sign and submit the form to VLCT. Voting: All 4 in favor.

-Martin asked board members to review the current Lamoille County Sheriff’s Office budget.




-The Town is moving towards closing on land for the Town Forest. It appears there is a shed
illegally situated on a portion of the land that needs to be addressed.

-The U.S. Small Business Administration denied granting a loan to the Town because there was
no category for a municipality. Union bank has offered a loan. The board discussed a possible
bond bank option.

-The new heating system has been installed in Town Hall.

-Quotes are being sought for work on the Town Hill Road culvert.

-A citizen has complained of damage to their car’s windshield caused by a stone that came from
a Town truck.

Executive Session: Motion by Martin to enter executive session to discuss a contract
negotiation amendment. Seconded by Paradee. Voting: All 4 in favor. The board entered into
executive session. Larry Moquin, Local 668 Laborers Union was asked to remain. The board
came out of executive session at 7:58 p.m. Motion by Martin to accept the addendum
agreement to the Highway Department’s Union contract dated November 15, 2023. Seconded
by Paradee. Voting: All 4 in favor.

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted by Deb Klein

Next regularly scheduled Selectboard meeting — December 6, 2023



