TOWN OF WOLCOTT VERMONT
PRIVATE BURIAL PERMIT APPLICATION

DOCUMENT FOR RECORDING:

PRIVATE FAMILY BURIAL SITE

The Wolcott Board of Health has reviewed and considered your request for the establishment of
a private family burial site under the provisions of Title 18, V.S.A. 56319(a). An approved request
may be granted subject to the following conditions:

The burial site must be at least 100 feet from drilled wells and 150 feet from shallow wells or
surface waters.

The bottom of the coffin exterior must be at least five (5) feet below the natural surface of the
ground.

For Green Burial without a casket the remains should be 3.5 feet below the natural surface of
the ground to aid in decomposition within the active layer of soil.

The burial site may only be used for immediate family members (property owner’s parents,
spouse, children and siblings).

This document must be recorded with the Wolcott Town Clerk.

A state approved Burial Transit Permit and a Death Certificate signed by a physician must be
submitted for each interment within the site.

The Town of Wolcott assumes no obligation for the perpetual care of this plot.
Burial site location (physical description, GPS coordinates):

Property Owner:

Town Parcel ID #:

Address of Parcel:

Location of Burial Site:

Size of Burial
Site:




| certify to , the property owners listed
above, that the private family burial site meets the criteria of the Vermont Department of Health
and the Wolcott Board of Health.

Date:

Authorized signer for the Town of Wolcott

SIGNATURES: By signing below, the property owner(s) agree to the terms and conditions
contained inTitle 18, V.S.A., Section 5319(a), and acknowledge the receipt of a copy of this
Private Family Burial Site permit on this date.

Witness Signature of Property Owner

Dated:

Witness Signature of Property Owner

Dated:

State of Vermont, County of Lamoille} ss. At Wolcott this day of , 20XX,

personallyappeared
signer(s) and sealer(s) of the foregoing instrument, and acknowledged the same to be
his/her/their free act and deed.

Before me:

Notary Public
Commission expires:



Wolcott Vermont Private Burial Policy

Establishing a Private Burial Plot

Families occasionally choose to set aside a portion of their private property for the burial of
members of their immediate family. This is permitted under Vermont law, as long as no health
hazard is created , 18 V.S.A. 5319. The following guidelines from the Department of Health
should answer many of the questions you may have about establishing a private burial plot on
your property.

APPROVAL

The Town of Wolcott Health Officer must approve the burial site.

STANDARDS

The following are the standards the Wolcott Health Officer will use when considering a site.

There is no requirement under Vermont law that a corpse be embalmed before burial.
Entombment or cremation. However, if the Health Officer determines that an unembalmed
corpse constitutes a threat to public health the Health Officer may order that the body be
embalmed and/or immediately buried, entombed or cremated. (1973 Op. Atty. Gen. 127, No.
995) .

The Health Officer will consider the proximity of the burial site to water sources, including
drinking water supplies, streams and groundwater, to be sure the site will not contaminate the
water source.

There is to be at least 100 feet of isolation from drilled wells and 150 feet from shallow wells or
streams. The distance may be greater depending on the circumstances. When the water source
is downhill from the burial site, the distance between them will have to be increased. The
increase in distance will depend on the soil and slope conditions in the area.

CASKET BURIAL

The bottom of the casket must be at least five feet below the natural surface of the ground.
(Infants must be at least three and one-half feet below the ground surface) The highest
seasonal groundwater level at the burial site must remain below the casket. You may, therefore,
be required to dig a test pit to help local health officials determine to what level the water table
rises in the Spring. A tightly sealed concrete vault may allow for burial in areas where the
groundwater is at, or slightly higher than , the five feet minimum depth for burial.



GREEN BURIAL

For green burials without a casket 3.5 ft is preferable to a deeper burial as the body is placed in
the active layer of the soil, aiding decomposition.

LAND RECORDS

Once a private burial plot has been established, the Wolcott Health Officer will record the exact
GPS in the land records at the Town Clerk’s office. This is to provide a permanent record of the
burial plot location.

VITAL RECORDS

Two kinds of vital records must be completed after a person dies: the death certificate and a
burial transit permit which allows for final disposition. The death certificate must be signed by a
physician within 24 hours of the death. The death certificate must then be filed with the Town
Clerk in the Town in which the death occurred.



