Wolcott Selectboard Meeting
Minutes
July 5, 2023

Wolcott Town Office/Zoom/phone-in: 6:00 p.m.

All Minutes are draft until approved by the Selectboard
Please see future Minutes for approval of these Minutes

Present: Linda Martin, Kurt Klein, Allen Carpenter, Kurt Billings, Richard Lee
Employees: Deb Klein

Guest: Salvador Morales, LCPC

Public: Linda Demar, Monica Cross, Dolan Patrick

Klein called the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m. Martin asked that Klein run the meeting since he was
present in person and Martin was zooming into the meeting from out-of-state.

Amendments to the Agenda: Klein asked that Salvador Morales be added to the Agenda following
Comments to the Community to update the board on the status of the wastewater funding application.
No objection.

Approve Minutes of June 21, 2023: Motion by Lee to approve the Minutes of June 21. Seconded by
Carpenter. Discussion: None. Voting: All in favor.

Correspondence: The board received confirmation from the State Health Department that Bernard Earle
was approved as Wolcott Health Officer for a three-year term beginning July 1, 2023, and Kurt Klein was
approved as Wolcott Deputy Health Officer for the same time period.

Comments from the Community

Linda Demar, Elmore Pond Road, stated her driveway has been washed out. She requested the Town add
a truckload of gravel to her driveway. It was noted that traffic on EImore Pond Road has changed
considerably over the years, and that natural occurrences such as rain impact the condition of the road.
The board pointed out that Town equipment cannot be used on private property per the insurance
company. The board emphasized that the Town works to the best of its ability to maintain roads and do
ditching. Repair of private driveways is beyond the Town’s parameters, and cannot be done at taxpayer
expense. The road crew will be advised to take down the berm in that area and do any other work on the
road to improve the conditions complained about. Motion by Lee to direct the Highway Department to
work on improving ElImore Pond Road, but that no labor nor materials at Town expense be used on
private property. Seconded by Carpenter. Voting: All in favor. Klein advised he will contact Demar with a
date certain when the work will be done.

Monica Cross commended the board for the work they do, and for the board’s respectful treatment of
the public.

Wastewater Project — update: Salvador Morales, Planner, Lamoille County Planning Commission (LCPC),
distributed to board members copies of a document for review. Each board member is asked to sign the
State Revolving Loan Program funding application for water infrastructure. The Agency of Natural

Resources funds for this fiscal year have opened up. The sooner the application is submitted, the better



the chance of approval. The original document was signed by Klein, Lee, and Carpenter. Morales
reiterated that LCPC will work with the Wastewater Committee, and on community outreach. The board
will be presented with a diagram of the process at the July 19 meeting.

Project Manager Report

-Klein distributed to members a copy of a proposed Private Burial Policy, and Permit Application for
review.

-The North Wolcott Road/Gulf Road Study Results were provided to a couple of residents on North
Wolcott Road and Gulf Road for citizen feedback. At this point, the board can interpret the results,
consult with the Craftsbury Selectboard about their plans for the Wild Branch Road, and discuss a
potential Ordinance restricting tractor trailer traffic on North Wolcott Road.

-The State granted permission to the Town to cut back 15’ along Railroad Street leading to the Lamoille
Valley Rail Trail trailhead. The road crew did a fantastic job clearing the area. This opens up a line of sight
from the trail to the parking area, and allows space for the placement of the portable toilet.

-The Town should find out next week whether the Safety Grant applied for will be granted. The grant
would provide for caution signs to be placed around town.

-Work continues on improvements to the Town’s website. Changes will first appear in a staging site for
review and approval.

-Sarah Lillibridge, Outreach Coordinator for Lamoille Regional Solid Waste Management District will have
a table set up at the Wolcott Transfer Station for a couple of hours starting at 9:00 a.m. on Sunday, July
30, to talk about recycling and composting waste. Folks are invited to come and ask questions.

-The Litter Committee has scheduled this year’s Bulk Waste Day for Saturday, July 22 at the Wolcott
Transfer Station. Flyers will be handed out in advance. Notice will appear on Front Porch Forum.

-A Motion to Dismiss has been filed on behalf of the Town in a lawsuit involving a tax sale property.

-The State erected a no parking sign by the LVRT on Corley Road. A similar sign was requested for EImore
Pond Road.

-The Town has applied for a Municipal Energy Resilience Program (MERP) grant that would provide free
onsite evaluation for switching from fluorescent lighting in Town buildings. A cost estimate has been
received from Gould’s.

-The Highway Department has been grading roads as weather permits. There has been a supply chain
issue in obtaining chloride. The amount of rain we have been receiving lately helps control dust on the
roads, but potholes are now noticeable. Ditching and culvert work continues.

-The road crew has started work on improving selected road segments.

Selectboard review/action

Lamoille Valley Rail Trail (LVRT): The Town leased 15’ of State land on either side of Railroad Street. The
road crew cleared the area to provide a line of sight from the trail. A portable toilet was installed that
will be in place year-round.

The LVRT celebration will take place Saturday, July 15. The Governor is expected to ride his bicycle the
entire 93 miles of the trail. Sen. Sanders will participate in the celebration as well. A 10-minute water
stop is scheduled for Wolcott at 2:45. The Town Garden & Depot Park Committee will host a Garden
Party at 2:00. Fruit, snacks, and beverages will be provided for participants and visitors. The Wolcott
Creative Collective will have a table set up in the park for art activities.

Green Burial Policy: The board will discuss the proposed policy and application permit at the July 19
meeting.



Review School Street Preliminary Plans: The Selectboard is to review the plans in preparation for
discussion at the July 19 meeting.

Painting of Interior of Town Hall: The Selectboard will retain the services of a painter to complete the
work that was started this spring inside Town Hall. The paint was purchased by Ballet Wolcott.

Hybrid Meeting Room: Dolan Patrick was thanked by the board for the work he has done as a volunteer
in setting up the system in the Selectboard room that allows for hybrid meetings. The board discussed
having written operating instructions available, as well as scheduling training for Town committee chairs
and those interested in being able to use the system.

Adjourn: Motion by Lee to adjourn. Seconded by Billings. The meeting was adjourned at 7:08 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by Deb Klein

Next regularly scheduled Selectboard meeting — July 19, 2023



