Wolcott Selectboard Meeting
Minutes
January 3, 2024

Wolcott Town Office/Zoom/phone-in: 6:00 p.m.

All Minutes are draft until approved by the Selectboard
Please see future Minutes for approval of these Minutes

Present: Linda Martin, Michael Paradee, Allen Carpenter, Kurt Billings, Richard Lee
Public: Kurt Klein, Seth Jensen, Devon Woods, Monica Cross, Dolan Patrick, Deb Klein

Martin called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m.
Adjustments to the Agenda: None.

Approve Minutes of December 20, 2023: Motion by Paradee to approve the Minutes of the December
20 meeting. Seconded by Carpenter. Discussion: None. Voting: 4 in favor, Lee abstained.

Comments from the Community

Devon Woods, who lives along North Wolcott Road in the Village, addressed the Selectboard regarding
the condition of her property following the July flood. Martin noted that the State has visited the
property and acknowledged an imminent risk to safety. Woods feels it is not safe for her and her family
to live there, and any financial assistance being offered by the government is insufficient. Woods stated
they desperately need to be included in a buy back program. Motion by Lee authorizing the Selectboard
to move forward with an application for the property to be included in the buy out program. Seconded
by Paradee. No further discussion. Voting: All in favor. Martin will meet with Woods to complete the
necessary paperwork.

Budget Hearings — The Selectboard discussed individual line items in the draft budget and made
adjustments. The final vote on the Selectboard budget will be at the January 17 meeting.

Review Warning — The board will consider whether to include the Lamoille County sheriff’s budget in the
Selectboard budget, or have it as a separate Article. The board will agree on the finalized Warning at the
January 17 meeting.

Project Manager Report

-Klein reported to the board the status of insurance claims. The Town could receive a settlement letter
from the municipal insurer in a week or so. The Town is still meeting with FEMA.

-Estimates are being sought for an air exchange system at the Town Garage.

Selectboard review/action

-Buy-out properties: Martin discussed with the board the properties that have been approved so far for
a buy-out, and what the next steps will be.

-Guardrail — North Wolcott Rd: The Town is looking into purchasing a guardrail to be installed at a
location along North Wolcott Road.

-Wastewater Project — additional funds: The board had previously discussed seeking additional State
funds for the Wastewater project in the amount of $1,205,000. The request was increased to



$1,435,000, the maximum that can be requested. The siting of the septic system on Elementary School
property was approved last month. A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) regarding the use of the
land needs final approval. The board agreed to have the Town’s attorney review the MOU. Wolcott is on
a priority list with the Clean Water State Revolving Fund, which provides low-cost financial assistance for
water projects.

Proposed repairs to Highway/Fire Department building: The board reviewed estimates received for
repair and improvements to the building. Sight Above Carpentry, LLC submitted an estimate of $1,270.75
for material and labor to remove existing rain gutter and facia board from the rear of the building, add
support, and reinstall facia and gutters. Gould Corporation submitted an estimate for work on the
exterior of the building including installation of motion lights for a total of $1,455.00. Motion by Paradee
to accept the estimates for the work proposed by Sight Above Carpentry, LLC in the amount of
$1,270.75, and Gould’s Corporation in the amount of $1,455.00. Voting: All in favor. Funds will be paid
from the building maintenance fund.

Adjourn: Martin moved to adjourn the meeting. The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m.
Respectfully submitted by Deb Klein

Next regularly scheduled Selectboard meeting — January 17, 2024



