Wolcott Selectboard Meeting
Minutes
March 20, 2024

Wolcott Town Office/Zoom: 6:00 p.m.

All Minutes are draft until approved by the Selectboard
Please see future Minutes for approval of these Minutes

Present: Linda Martin, Michael Paradee, Allen Carpenter
Absent: Kurt Billings, Richard Lee
Public: Kurt Klein, Leonard Percy, Dolan Patrick, Deb Klein, Monica Cross, Bradley Horstman

Martin called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Adjustments to the Agenda: Martin stated the presentation regarding the BRELLA application for Town
Forest Land will take place at a later meeting. There may be multiple options to discuss.

Approve Minutes of March 6, 2024: Motion by Paradee to approve the Minutes of March 6. Seconded
by Carpenter. Discussion: None. Voting: All 3 in favor.

Comments from the Community: Leonard Percy, Morey Hill Road, informed the board he is interested in
purchasing a parcel of land the Town owns on East Hill Road. He would like to use it for recreational
purposes. The Selectboard has considered keeping the land open for all citizens to use. Martin said the
matter would be discussed with the full board.

Project Manager Report: Klein reported that municipal insurance claims resulting from the July flood
have been settled with the exception of Town Hall. Settlement of the approximately $32,000 claim is
being divided with other claims made for properties throughout the State that were located in a flood
plain and suffered damage in the storm. The amount of the settlement, and the time when it may be
received, is unknown.

The Federal Highway projects on EImore Pond Road and North Wolcott Road at Four Wheel Drive have
been closed. Another project along the North Wolcott line has been reopened. Klein updated the board
on the status of four active mitigation projects with FEMA. The projects involve the slides on Town Hill
Road, East Hill Road, and Jones Road, as well as the Town Hill Road culvert. It may be a year before those
projects are resolved with FEMA.

Selectboard review/action

Wolcott Country Store: The board considered the tobacco and second-class liquor license for the new
owners of the business at the Wolcott Store. Motion by Paradee to approve the tobacco and second-
class liguor license as discussed. Seconded by Carpenter. Voting: All 3 in favor.

Appointments

Tree Warden: Motion by Paradee to reappoint Mike Green as Tree Warden. Seconded by Carpenter.
Voting: All 3 in favor.

LRSWMD Supervisor: Motion by Carpenter to reappoint Phillip Wilson as Supervisor of the Lamoille
Regional Solid Waste Management District. Seconded by Paradee. Voting: All 3 in favor.




Cemetery Commission: There was no name on the March 5 ballot for the position, and no write-ins
received a sufficient number of votes. The open position was posted per statute. Angelique Patch,
Wildbranch Lane, expressed an interest. Martin read aloud Angelique Patch’s written request to be
appointed to the position. Motion by Paradee to appoint Angelique Patch to serve as a member of the
Cemetery Commission until the next Town Meeting. Seconded by Carpenter. Voting: All 3 in favor.

Library Trustee: Appointment of a Library Trustee will be considered at the April 3 meeting.

Buy-out Request: Martin has been contacted by Eugene Hunter, who lives along VT Rte 15, that he is
interested in a buy-out of his property. Hunter, whose property is assessed at $68,000, says the septic
system was destroyed by the flood. The State does not currently have funds in the buy-out program. It is
possible the State legislature could appropriate more funds. Procedurally, an application for a buy-out
can be made, and if approved and funds are available, the property would be assessed and the owner
could then decide whether to sell. The application is not binding. Motion by Paradee to approve moving
forward with the buy-out application on the Hunter property. Seconded by Carpenter. Voting: All 3 in
favor.

Air exchange: Paradee reported that he discussed air quality inside the Town Garage with the Road
Foreman. The position of the road crew is that the exhaust fan in the wall does not need to be replaced.
Air quality inside the garage is not a concern as it was before, so they are not interested in moving
forward with the options brought to the board by Lloyd’s.

Chair updates:

-Bids for work on Jones Road will be discussed at the April 3 meeting.

-Martin will have a meeting this week on how the Town is to report ARPA spending.

-The cleaning person for the Town will be unavailable for about 12 weeks. Someone will need to fill in
temporarily.

-Jim Ryan talked to Martin about a project to pick up trash along the LVRT. Ryan will contact the Litter
Committee to talk about volunteers for Green Up Day. Bradley Horstman volunteered to help pick up
trash.

Adjourn: Motion by Paradee to adjourn. Seconded by Carpenter. The meeting was adjourned at 6:52
p.m.

Respectfully submitted by Deb Klein

Next regularly scheduled Selectboard meeting — April 3, 2024



