Wolcott Selectboard Meeting
Minutes
April 17, 2024

Wolcott Town Office/Zoom: 6:00 p.m.

All Minutes are draft until approved by the Selectboard
Please see future Minutes for approval of these Minutes

Present: Linda Martin, Michael Paradee, Allen Carpenter, Kurt Billings
Absent: Richard Lee

Employees: Belinda Harris Clegg, Kurt Klein, Deb Klein

Public: Ryan Bjerke, Monica Cross, Leesa Gravel, Dolan Patrick

Martin called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m.

Amendments to the Agenda: Martin added discussion of the Highway Department applying for Grants in
Aid, without objection.

Approve Minutes of April 3, and April 14, 2024: Motion by Billings to approve the Minutes of the April 3
regular Selectboard meeting. Seconded by Carpenter. Discussion: None. Voting: All 4 in favor. Motion by
Carpenter to approve the Minutes of the April 14 Special Selectboard meeting. Seconded by Billings.
Discussion: None. Voting: 3 in favor, Paradee abstained. Motion carried.

Comments from the Community

-Ryan Bjerke, Flat Iron Road, expressed safety concerns regarding unauthorized parking by folks
accessing the Lamoille Valley Rail Trail (LVRT) and the river. Other violations were noted such as
unauthorized vehicles on the trail. Martin stated that if anyone sees cars or other unauthorized vehicles
on the trail, they are to try to get a photo of the license plate so that can be reported. The State
previously indicated signage will be posted on State land. The Selectboard is responsible for Town roads.
It was suggested that parking for the LVRT be created by the ballfield or where the bus barn is located.
The board had been discussing the parking issue prior to the July flood.

-Deb Klein, on behalf of the Community Garden & Depot Park Committee, thanked those who
participated in the Total Eclipse in the Park event on April 8. A special thank you was extended to the
Wolcott Creative Collective for their fun contributions.

Correspondence: The Town was notified there are new owners of Calkins Portable Toilet. They are
keeping the same name. The rental cost to the Town remains at $190 per month.

Project Manager Report

The Town is still waiting for payment for the insurance claim on Town Hall. If the matter is turned over to
FEMA, it could take a while. There has been a large turnover in FEMA representatives assigned to the
Town. Wolcott is currently without a representative. Paperwork for the Town Hill culvert project has
been forwarded to FEMA. Documents for the three slide projects, and Flat Iron Road, have moved to
FEMAs Mitigation team. Information required by FEMA is becoming more detailed as claims move
forward.



Selectboard review/action

Cannabis Control Board: The Selectboard, serving as the Local Cannabis Control Board, considered
Application #5000007937 for a retail establishment to be located in the MSI building along VT Rte 15.
The applicant is to be advised to communicate with the Zoning Administrator, particularly regarding
signage. Motion by Paradee to approve Application #5000007937 for a retail cannabis establishment.
Seconded by Carpenter. Voting: All 4 in favor.

Treasurer: loan/interest rate options: Community National Bank of Morrisville will offer the Town a line
of credit good for 12 months with the option for roll over, and for up to $1,000,000, with an interest rate
of 5.28%. TD Bank is not an option. Community Bank did not respond to Clegg’s request for information.
Motion by Martin to proceed with the revolving line of credit from Community National Bank for up to
$1,000,000 with an interest rate of 5.28%. Seconded by Carpenter. Voting: All 4 in favor.

Bids

Winter sand: It was confirmed that a three-year contract for winter sand had been entered into with
Gravel Construction Co. on July 7, 2022. The Selectboard agrees that the contract with Gravel for winter
sand will be honored until June 30, 2025.

Flat Iron Road: The board had agreed to move forward with a project to repair and relocate Flat Iron
Road. Discussion ensued regarding obstacles facing the Town should the road be relocated. A decision to
relocate the road needs to be made before the project is submitted to the FEMA mitigation team. The
board will do more research. Motion by Martin to table decision on Flat Iron Road bids until the May 1
meeting. Seconded by Paradee. Voting: All 4 in favor.

ARPA Resolution: At the recommendation of Vermont League of Cities & Towns (VLCT), the board
discussed signing a Resolution confirming how ARPA funds were allocated. Martin read aloud the
Resolution. Motion by Paradee authorizing the Selectboard to sign the Resolution for ARPA Allocation as
read. Seconded by Carpenter. No further discussion. Voting: All 4 in favor.

Union Bank Resolution: A Resolution is required before Clegg, as Treasurer, can open accounts for the
Veteran’s Association, and the Wolcott Parent Association at Union Bank. Martin read aloud the
Resolution. Motion by Paradee authorizing the Selectboard to sign the Resolution to allow creation of
the accounts at Union Bank as read. Seconded by Carpenter. No further discussion. Voting: All 4 in favor.

Bond Resolution: The Selectboard discussed issues related to the upcoming bond vote on the
Wastewater project. Three bids for a bond attorney were received. The low bid was made by Robert
Fletcher. Motion by Paradee authorizing the Selectboard to sign the Legal Services Agreement for Robert
Fletcher, of Stitzel, Page & Fletcher. Seconded by Carpenter. No further discussion. Voting: All 4 in favor.
The board reviewed the wording of the Warning and the ballot. Additional funding for the project is
being sought from sources such as a Northern Border grant, and Congressionally Directed Spending.

Review Quarterly Financials: Clegg, as Treasurer, reviewed the third quarter financial reports with the
board. Some minor changes were suggested. The Transfer Station is doing well.

E911 Sign Installation: The board will consider various options for getting the green, reflective 911 signs
and posts installed throughout Town, and discuss further at the May 1 meeting.

Green Up Day plans: Green Up Day is Saturday, May 4 this year. On behalf of the Litter Committee, Deb
Klein reported that a table will again be set up in the entry way of Town Office for bag distribution. Bags



will be available at the Library, and at the Gazebo on May 4. Bags will also be taken to the elementary
school. Notice will be posted in Front Porch Forum. The Committee will do what it can to coordinate with
the groups organizing cleanup along the LVRT. Kurt Klein stated new Don’t Trash Wolcott signs will be
posted around Town this weekend.

Employee Resignation: The Town is in need of a new cleaning person. An ad will be posted.

Community Garden & Depot Park Committee: Deb Klein asked the Selectboard to appoint the following
as members to the standing committee: Linda Brady, Gwen Metayer, Catherine Garvey, and Kelli Risitano.
Motion by Paradee to appoint Brady, Metayer, Garvey, and Risitano to the Community Garden & Depot
Park Committee. Seconded by Carpenter. Voting: All 4 in favor.

Vermont Garden Network Fruit Tree Grant: Deb Klein informed the board that a Bali Cherry and a North
Star Cherry from Elmore Roots Nursery will be available for planting later this month. Some thought will
be given to the best locations given underground lines and potential parking areas in the future.

Updates: Martin indicated three highway grants have been applied for to include fixing gravel and
ditching fabric on EImore Pond Road, and paving on North Wolcott Road to fill in wheel ruts. There is a
letter of intent to participate in Grants in Aid. Martin addressed with the board a personnel matter
within the Highway Department.

Adjourn: Motion by Paradee to adjourn. Seconded by Carpenter. The meeting was adjourned at 8:14
p.m.

Respectfully submitted by Deb Klein

Next regularly scheduled Selectboard meeting — May 1, 2024



