
Wolcott Selectboard Meeting Minutes 
June 4, 2025 

Wolcott Town Office and via Zoom: 6:00 p.m. 
 
All Minutes are draft until approved by the Selectboard: Please see June 4, 2025 Minutes for final approval. 
 
Selectboard:​ Michael Paradee, Allen Carpenter (arrived late), Kurt Billings, Richard Lee, (Absent: ​
​ Linda Martin)​  
Guests:​ Flynt Wein, Ryan Bjerke, Belinda Clegg 
Present:​ Michelle Gudorf, Dolan Patrick  

 

Watch the recorded meeting for the complete discussion: Visit or Subscribe to Town of Wolcott, VT on Youtube 
 
Paradee called the meeting to order at 6:07 p.m. 
 
Adjustments to the Agenda:  

●​ Martin property at Dead End Rd (old RT 15): Would the Town be interested in donating that Town-owned land 
to the Department of Fish and Wildlife? 

●​ Cannabis Local Review Board review of application for licensure, S-000012606, Outdoor Cultivator Tier 1 small 
cultivator renewal  

 
Approve Minutes of May 21, 2025: Tabled since Lee was not present at the 5/21 meeting, thus no quorum. 
 
Correspondence/Comments from the Community:  

Correspondence:  
a.​ LCPC Annual Meeting and Marvin Awards: Martin receiving Community Service Award. June 10 at 6pm. 

River Arts. RSVP’d: Paradee, Clegg, Lee, Gudorf 
Comments from the Community: None 

 
Westover property planning according to FEMA guidelines [Michael Paradee]:  On June 12 at 6PM at Town Office 

there will be a community meeting to discuss options for that property. Ideas mentioned community gardens, rec fields, 

dog park, community forest. Event will be posted to Front Porch Forum and website, posters. 

 

Location of Athletic Association Storage Container: [Flynt Wein, Ryan Bjerke] (Tabled from May 21, 2025 meeting);  
Wein requested permission to permanently position the Athletic Association Storage container at the 462 School Street 
property.  Board suggested it be secured and elevated with 5’ piers and that water can easily flow under and around it.  
 
Bjerke is concerned if we were to have another flood like in 2023, the container, even if elevated slightly, would likely be 
impacted by flooding and become a large piece of debris that could impact areas downstream. House that was there 
had three feet of water on first floor. Aesthetically, it’s not pleasing to the eye for houses looking out over that area.  In a 
separate issue, Bjerke also encourages Selectboard to reduce speed on School St to 25 mph beginning at either Douglas’ 
home OR begin at Flat Iron Rd to keep children safe from speeding traffic. This relates to increased use of School Street 
of youth at Athletic Fields as well as the new Community Forest parking lot. Paradee is still waiting to hear about solar 
powered speed tracking signs. We had a May 2025 traffic and speed study  conducted on School Street so SB may may 
provide evidence to seek a lower speed limit.  
 
Wein: That issue was discussed at length at other SB meetings. More aesthetically appealing sheds were discussed, but 
don’t fit the flooding area requirements. The storage unit is water tight, and movable. For these reasons, the storage 
container was purchased in lieu of something else. If we need to locate it somewhere else, the youth would not likely 
use it as they would need to transport the equipment to the fields. He proposed if it's allowed to remain at this location, 
we plant a row of cedar trees on that site. Since it’s not in the flood plain (it’s above), he doesn't think its news to be 
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raised and secured. If it needs to be raised so water can flow beneath, it can be raised on concrete waste blocks (2 feet 
blocks that weigh 3600 lbs each). It can be repositioned to any location that might serve as a compromise.  
 
Paradee: Martin will reach out to state to determine if we can place containers (four sided) unsecured and not on raised 
blocks? Or can it be placed on site if secured on piers? At current proposed site, it would be located in 500 year flood 
plain zone. 
 
Bjerke and Wein will visit the site together to discuss options. 
 
Request to name (dedication) the new Athletic Fields [Flynt Wein]-tabled from May 21, 2025: Proposal to dedicate the 
School Street Ballfields to Ben Clapp and name the fields  “Ben Clapp Ballfields“. Ben Clapp was a child from WOlcott 
and played often at the Athletic Fields. He died in ?? Wein wants to install a plaque dedicating the fields.  Martin (in a 
pre-meeting note) would prefer that the dedication of the ball field be just that (and is in favor of naming the field Ben 
Clapp Ballfields). She expressed that the request wasn't intended to open up a call for a new name, but a dedication to 
of the fields to Ben Clapp.  Motion by Paradee to approve Wein to speak with Clapp family for permission to dedicate 
the Athletic Fields to Ben Clapp. Seconded by Lee. Voting: 3 in favor. Billings opposed. (Martin absent).   
 
Flooding Recovery loan for 2024 Flood (DR4810) [Belinda Clegg, Town Clerk]: The Town spent $284,000 in 2024-25 to 
repair 2024 flooding damages.  Additionally, the town is working with FEMA Hazard Mitigation on 7  projects (culverts, 
ditching, resurfacing)  requiring upgrade or completion. Clegg is seeking authorization to establish 2025 temporary 
credit line from Community National Bank in the amount of $400,000 to cover FEMA DR4810 2024 flooding damage 
repair, to be paid back within one year. 5.43% interest rate.  Motion by Billings to authorize Clegg to submit application 
for this 2025 $400,000 credit line from Community National Bank. Seconded by Paradee. Voting: 4 in favor (Martin 
absent). 
 
Selectboard AdministratIve Assistant Report:  

●​ Appliances at Peterson House (refrigerator, stove/oven, washer/dryer, microwave, wood burning castiron stove) 
appear to be in fairly good order-no electricity to plug them in to test). What does the board wish to do with 
these appliances: dispose/sell/donate them? Do we have any families in need to recommend? Or place on FPF 
and first come first served? Donating is good idea.  Talk with Capstone for recommendation. If not, see if used 
used appliance store can take them and sell at reduced price to family in need.  

●​ Productive beaver issue on Fort HIll Rd. Had State Biologist Tyler Brown look at the site. He feels it is a good site 
to place a beaver fence. Recommended we monitor site for another 2-3 weeks to see if beavers return (Road 
Crew cleaned out culvert 2 weeks ago. If beavers return, contact Brown. 

●​ Requested 2 estimates for refitting of fluorescent fixtures into LED fixtures in the Town Office. Sent information 
to Efficiency VT to update grant. Work can begin anytime after July 1, 2025. 

●​ FEMA DR4810:  
○​ Emailed 2 engineers for East Hill Rd (Greens culvert) to see if the project requires a design, and get 

estimate from 2 engineers to see if this needs to go out to RFP 
○​ The Elmore Pond debris removal project was obligated 5 weeks ago but we haven't received the 

subgrant agreement from the state. The state currently is dealing with 5 different disasters (including 
Covid wrap up) and has 2 employees in the Finance Office; they process in order of obligation. They are 
behind, but met today with their Director of Recovery and hope to get assistance in processing.  

○​ Second Program Manager for DR4810 just informed us that he’s leaving Thursday 6/5. CRC had a few 
questions about the way FEMA submitted the 3 projects. He’s hoping to get that resolved before he 
leaves tomorrow.  Once submitted, the work completed project will move to obligation. Work to be 
completed project is being reviewed by Hazard Mitigation.  

●​ Met with LVRT Trailhead planning volunteers and Tori Hellwig to coordinate the June work on the project. Can 
begin June 9 (we have land lease-awaiting Title 22). 

●​ Highway: 
○​ Borrowed Street Sweeper from Elmore and was able to sweep pavement on Jones, Fort HIll, Flat Iron 

Rd, Gulf Rd, and School St. Needed to replace water hose ($400) before returning to Elmore. 
○​ Painted stop line N Wolcott Rd (intersection of VT RTE 15) 
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○​ Jim took CDL Class B driving exam May 29 and passed-he started position with Wolcott Highway 
Department as Highway Crew in FT permanent capacity on June 2.Cafferky has Holton working with the 
excavator above the sand pile and will work on berm removal. 

○​ Better Road Cat B grant (Elmore Pond Rd culvert): Dan Judkins believes they are going to receive the 
funds expected. Still waiting on a couple of program documents with the Contract Admin folks, and 
hope to announce very soon. Grants will not be sent out until the start of the Fiscal year (July 1st) and 
work cannot begin before you have an executed agreement in place. The period of performance for 
these FY26 grants will begin after execution and end on 09/30/2026. 

○​ Patched asphalt on roads. 
●​ Sent out Transfer Station warning of re-certification letters to abutting landowners. 
●​ Met with Linda and Alex Goddard (new Hyde Park Town Administrator) to discuss the $5000/year Interlocal 

Animal Shelter Services agreement with Hyde Park. There are now 5 towns participating in this agreement 
(Stowe, Morristown, Johnson, Hyde Park, and Wolcott). Alex will be talking with Elmore, Cambridge, and 
Jeffersonville to see if they are interested in joining this agreement (which will then minimize the cost to each 
town). This agreement leases 13 kennel spaces for $30,000/year. Additionally, if towns impound an animal at 
the kennel, kennel fees of $25/day apply. Animals are boarded for 10 days before the town must either place 
them in foster care or euthanize them. Alex is negotiating the 2025-2026 contract. 

●​ School Street guardrails: measured posts and rails using a tape measure (not extremely accurate), to top of rail 
at the posts: range between 29” (3 posts) to 36”. These all fall within the range of the code specification. 
Lafayette Guardrails will send someone out in the next few months to use an elevation meter to get accurate 
measurement of posts. 

●​ Town Office Maintenance: 
○​ The maintenance contractor inserted screens and air conditioners. 4 Library screens sent to Country 

Home for repair. 
●​ Morey HIll property in violation of Wolcott, VT Ordinance Regulating the Disposal of Solid Waste and the 

Outdoor Storage of Junk and Junk Vehicles, Section 4. C . Site was visited June 3, 2025. Health Officer found a 
filled large rented dumpster on-site. Progress but site not fully cleaned. Gudorf sent a followup letter noting the 
progress and noted another site visit on June 24. 

 

Select Board Review/Action:​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
a.​ Cannabis Local Review Board review of application for licensure, S-000012487,  

Manufacturers Tier 2 Renewal: Motion by Lee to approve the the application for licensure renewal.  
Seconded by Billings. Voting: 4 in favor (Martin absent).   

b.​ Cannabis Local Review Board review of application for licensure, S-000012606,  
Outdoor Cultivator Tier 1 small cultivator renewal.  Motion by Billings to approve the the application for 
licensure renewal. Seconded by Lee. Voting: 4 in favor (Martin absent).   

c. ​ Martin property at Dead End Rd (old RT 15): Would the Town be interested in donating that 
Town-owned land to the Department of Fish and Wildlife? This would  connect current 
Lamoille River Streambank Management Area to the land F&W is pursuing through Levi 
Martin's buyout. Board reviewed the Boundary Survey of Levi Martin's parcel and a sketch of 
what the state believes the land ownership in that area looks like. If the Town would like to 
transfer the land to the Department, the state would initiate a survey of that area to determine 
the actual boundaries of the town parcel. Martin via email suggested the SB invite Jenn Krebs 
to a SB meeting. Check SLR design recommendations. Tabled until future meeting with Jenn 
Krebs.  

 
Motion by Lee to adjourn at 7:09 pm. Seconded by Paradee. Voting: 4 in favor (Martin absent) 

 
Respectfully submitted by Michelle Gudorf   

 
The next regularly scheduled Selectboard meeting June 18, 2025 at 6:00pm 

 

3 


	Wolcott Selectboard Meeting Minutes 
	June 4, 2025 

