Town of Wolcott
School Street Water Rent Policy

Adopted this And. dayof_-Ju / i in the year _ 4035

Purpose: This School Street Water Rent Policy is intended to:

1. Replace the Water School District policy statement issued August 1982 "Operation of the
Wolcott School District’s Water System” (See Attachment A). Per David Polow of Polow
& Polow, PLLC Attorneys at Law (see Attachment B), in a letter issued June 11, 2024, the
1982 Water School District document is a policy statement and in no way does it bind the
Town of Wolcott (hereafter referred to as the “Town”) to follow it as the Town was not a
party to this policy statement, nor was the Town granted any funds to cover the cost of
line maintenance.

2. Clarify the operation of the Wolcott School Street Water Rent (Article 10) as voted on by
the Town of Wolcott Voters at the March 4, 2008 Wolcott Town Meeting:

Article 10: Shall the voters authorize the collection of rents for water on the School
Street system at the rate of $25 per month per residence and payments to be due in two
installments on November 10th and May 10th of each year and collect interest on late
payments at the rate of one (1%) percent per month for the first three months and one

and one half (1 1/2%) percent thereafter (24 VSA 5151 & 32 VSA 5136)?

Robert Harris made the motion to accept Article 10. Ed Thomas seconded the motion.
Discussion:

Mary Fisher made the motion to amend the article to read: Shall the Voters
authorize collection of water fees for the School Street water system at a rate per month
to be determined each year by the Selectboard and users, and payments to be due in
two installments on November 10th and May 10th of each year and collect interest on
late payments at the rate of one (1%) percent per month for the first three months and
one and one half (1 1/2%) percent thereafter; to establish an account to earmark these
Junds exclusively for the use of the water system with an annual review for rate
adjustment; Town will make payments for the use of the O’Driscoll property (147
School Street) septic to the water fund.

Phil Teale seconded the amended motion. Discussion followed. Paul Smith called
the question. Don Smith seconded the motion. The amendment passed on a voice vote.

Definitions:
Water Rent: defined as the fee charged for the right to use the water from the School Street

Water System and set annually by the Wolcott School Street Water Commission.
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Water Rent Fund: An account the Town has established for the purpose of holding the School
Street Water System Rent funds for any maintenance of the main water lines from street to
water source (does not include costs of User Maintenance).

Users (Property’s by address):
74 School Street

132 School Street

147 School Street

161 School Street

197 School Street

218 School Street

Wolcott School Street Water Commission

The Wolcott School Street Water Commission consists of 1 Selectboard Member and 2 School
Street Water Users appointed by the Wolcott Selectboard. This Commission meets quarterly and
is responsible for setting annual water fee rates, and coordinating and overseeing all
maintenance and repairs of the School Street Water System along the main line(s), including
monitoring the spring for overflow, bales of hay, etc.

User Maintenance:
Users (the property owners) shall assume responsibility for, and all associated costs of, the
Water System from their house to the connection (shut off) valve at the main line.

The School Street Water System Rent Fund will be used to cover the cost of maintaining repairs
for the line at 147 School Street from house to main line until the Town Office sewage disposal
system (leach field) is no longer maintained on the property of 147 School St, as designated per
an agreement specified in the Harold and Jeannette Wood Deed dated October 21, 1965 and in
Quit claim deed to Town of Wolcott dated August 22, 1994 (See Attachment C). After the town
Office is hooked to the municipal wastewater system, the property owner of 147 School Street
will be responsible for paying for line maintenance.

Water System Maintenance:
The Wolcott School Street Water Commission coordinates and oversees all maintenance and
repairs of the School Street Water System along the main line(s), including monitoring the

spring for overflow, bales of hay, etc.

Water System Maintenance Fee: Defined as the fee charged to cover the cost of
maintaining the system up to the water shut off valve connecting each property to the system.
The Town collects Water Rent and holds it in a fund to cover the annual costs of the water
system maintenance. The maintenance fee may include those costs incurred in the previous year
as well as project costs. All unused funds will rollover annually and be held for maintenance. The
Town will contribute $300 toward the School Street Rent Fund until the Town is no longer using
the leachfield.
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Attachment A (2 pages): Operation of the Wolcott School District’s Water System, August
1982

Attachment B (1 page): Letter from David Polow of Polow & Polow, PLLC Attorneys at Law
issued June 11, 2024, the 1982

Attachment C (3 pages): Harold and Jeanette Wood Deed from October 21, 1965 found in
Wolcott Town Records Book 32: page 332; Harold and Jeanette Wood Quitclaim Deed from
August 22, 1994 found in Wolcott Town Records Book 57: pages 20-21

Adoption:

The foregomg Policy is hereby adopted by the Selectboard of the Town of Wolcott, Vermont, this
gad day of _ Jily ,in the year __ 4045 and is effective as of this date until
amended or repealed!

Wolcott Selectboard members:

/Rm G wal e

daM air

Michael Paradee

Richard Lee

Allen  cavfemten

en Carpenter{
ﬂ{; 2 il
h Q

Kurt R Billings
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‘econnecdding zhe system.
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cost charged by said gLiam.



POLOW & POLOW, PLLC Mall P.0. Box 130, Hyde Park, VT 05655 David Palow*
ATTORNEYS AT LAW Site 434 Brooklyn Street, Morrisville, VT 05661 E-mail dpolow@polowlaw.com
Telephone (802) 888-7707 *Admitted in Vermont & Colarado
With a law office in Lamoille County since 1981 Facsimile (802) 888-7212

43 years so far! Bertram Polow {1918 — 2007)

Sent by E-Mail Only

June 11, 2024

Selectboard
Town of Wolcott

Re:  Review of the “Operation of the Wolcott School District’s Water System”

Dear Selectboard Members:

Thank you for asking me to review the above-referenced document and the deeds.

I think this question probably would stump most applicants if it was on a bar exam. My first
inquiry is to try and figure out what kind of document this is. Is it some sort of binding agreement?
It is a statement of policy? Is it a memorandum of understanding?

I think it is a policy statement of the Wolcott School District at the time the water system was
created in August 1982. 1 cannot conceive of any way that this policy binds the Town. The Town

was not a party to this policy statement and it is not in the nature of a covenant or easement that
binds the Town or any of the current users of the water system.

However, because this is a water system, there may be other laws or regulations I am unaware of
that could require the Town to maintain the system, that would have nothing to do with the lack of
any contractual obligation on the part of the Town.

[ know this is not helpful for the Town in making any decisions with respect to the water system,
but that is outside of my area of expertise.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

/s/ Daartdl Polow-
David Polow

DP/hls

Website www.polowlaw com



Sew Kupm all Hen by These Presenis: |

33 < @'lmj We, Harold Wood ard Jeannette Wood, of Wolcott in the County of Tampille 2nd State of |
EK 5 Vermont, and Gordon Wood -
of —=——= Windsor—-—=——"-= in the County of ——Hartford-—— 4.4 State of_——connecticut—— Grento®
in the consideration af °B€ dollar and other good and valuable consideration Frofters
paid to_ — oW ——"77 full satisfaction by.
Town of Wolcott S5l
AW of ———=Wolcott-————e———m — __in the County of —Lamoille ———= .3 State or———Vermont———  Grantee_,
i | by these presents, do  freely GIVE, GRANT, SELL, CONVEY AND CONFIRH unto the said Orantee
9‘3 Town of Wolcott and its successors—————=—=n
= in the -

heimg-and assigns forever, a certain piece of land in ————Wolcott =——-

and State of Vermont, deseribed as follows, ¥iz:

Being a part of the same land and premises as was deeded to Harold €. Wood and Gordon

M, Wood by the Warranty Deed of Cliften G. Parker dated December 1, 1943, and recor:ded in Book

26, Page LOS of Wolcott Land Records. Being a right to lay a six inch (6") pipe line running from

the road in an easterly direction northerly of the house on the property of the grantors and to
Also to Tun a pipe from the septic tank

install a 3000 gallen septic tank northerly of the house,
to 2 distribution tank which the grantee may install northeasterly of the house of the grantors,

Also to install a sewage disposal field easterly and northeasterly of the house of the grantors
with a drainage system from such disposal field to the lamoille River. Alsc to locate & manhole

between the disposal field and the Lamoille River with the right to install a chlorinator in the
411 of said instellations to be made pursuant to a sewage system survey preparsc

manhold location.
by John R. Sells September B8, 1965, which is referred to for a more detailed description of the
rights granted herein and the installations to be made, -

As a part of the consideration hereof the grantee agrees to install a six inch ©ém
soil pipe from the foundation of the house of the grantors to the septic tank referred to above
and te allow the grantors and their heirs and assigns to run sewage from their house into the
system which the grantee comstrueis. In addition to laying this pipe line, the grantiee will
furnish water to the house of the granters free of charge from the date of this deed as long as
the sewage disposal system is maintained on the property of the grantors.

——

County gt=——-Lamoille —=m————r

Reference is hereby made to the above deed and its record and tc all forder deeds and

their records for a more complete description of the property herein comveyed.

=1
g —~
) ~
S -5 3
f‘?rﬁ = To & D 1o Fold said
a o Hapz and to § said granted premises, with all the privil id &
3 r-l :; . o o T D p eges and appurtenances thereof, to the said TCrantee
n - ) 3
Hg s = and its successors B¥F5f and assigns, to their own use and behoof forever;
SN b‘a = Ang we the said GrantorS.!
g o Harold Wood and Jeannette Wood and Gordon Wood o ~OUrselves ——————————m
e - ——— .
EES bd and —~°ur "~ __heirs, executors and sdministrators, do— covenant with the said Grantee
2.8 E 8§ Town of Wolcott, and its successors
e}
1] . . - .
oS e keizs and assigns that until the ensealing of these presents,===W& 8re —-——-—-= the sole gwrer §
< © a of the premises, and have good right and title to convey the same in manner aforesaid, that they are FREE FROM EVERY
= _5 ENCUMDRANCE;
+ g And we -—
- : e
@ herehy engage to WARRANT AND DEFEND the same against all lawtul claims whatever,
5 B
—
E 9 31t Witnrss ﬂ]htrf’nf ~——We-= jereunto set=0uT=="handS_ and seal S this 215t day of -—October-— 4 5. 1565
2 & \
% "5' IN PRESENCE OF \
: @ Nellie A, Andrus Harold Wood 13,
< Leon E. Andrus Jeanette Wood L8
E | .
- Priscills B. Smith Gorden ¥, Wood 8
2 Andrew E. Fenton
a dor-
@
g Hiate of Termont ] at_———-Wolcott———- this  21st day of =—October —————=s D, 19.65
N Lamoille (oupty, s | Harold Wood and Jeanpette Wood —

personally appeared, and ~tN€Y-ackmowledged this instroment, by==them-———=_ gealed sud subscribed, to be_=their—-——

free act and deed (s
T 5 ea3.

Birore Mz Nellie A&, Andrus Notary Public. 1
October 22 A.D.19 65 at 6 o'clock = _minntes Py 31

_Woleobt, Vermont rown (lerk’s Office

Received for record 8 Deed, of which the foregoing is a true copy :
“Neb0ee (B (s Brria o Town Clers

A True Record. Attest
to the amount of $ DONe were affixed to the foregoing

T hereby certify that United States stamp
instroment and were duly canceled. .
Attest M@M@ nwn Clerk.

subscribed, to be his free act ard desad.

STATE OF CONNECTICUT
HArtford County Htfd
Gordon Wood personal
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QUITCLATM DEED

KNOW ALI. PERSQONS BY THESE PRESENTS that we, Harold C. Wood and Jeannette
Wood, of Wolcott, in the County of Lamoille and State of Vermont, Grantors, in
consideration of one dollar and other good and valuable consideration paid to
our full satisfaction by Gordon M. Wood of Wolcott, in the County of Lamoille
and State of Vermont, Grantee, have REMISED, RELFASED AND FOREVER QUITCLATMED
untce the said Gordon M. Wood, all right and title which we or our heirs have
in, and to a certain piece of land in Wolcott, in the County of Lamoille and

State of Vermont, described as follows, viz:

Being all and the same lands and premises as was conveyed by Harold C.
Wood to Harold C. Wood and Jeannette Wood by Quit Claim Deed dated June 26,
1984 of record in Book 41, Page 268, Wolcott Land Records. The land is more

particularly described therein as follows:

"Being all and the same land and premises conveyed to Harold C. and
Gordon M. Wood by Warranty Deed of Clifton G. Parker, dated December 1, 1943,
of record in Book 26, Page 405, Wolcott Land Records, the interest of Gordon
M, Wood having been ‘conveyed to him by Warranty Deed dated November 15, 1974,
of record in Book 36, Page 251, Wolcott Land Records.

It is the sole inteantion of this conveyance to establish title to the
within described premises in Harold C. and Jeannette Wood, Husband and Wife,
as tenants by the entirety, pursuant to 27 V.S.A. § 349."

This property is subject to the terms of a Warranty Deed from Harold
Wood, Jeannette Wood and Gordon Wood to the Town of Wolcott dated October 21,
1965 of record in Book 32, Page 332, Wolcott Land Records.

This conveyance is made subject to and with the benefit of any utility

easements, spring rights, easements for ingress and egress and rights incident
to each of the same as may appear more particularly of record, provided that

this paragraph shall not 7reinstate any such encumbrance previously
extinguished by the Marketable Record Title Act, Subchapter 7, Title 27,

Vermont Statutes Annotated.

Reference is hereby made to the above-mentioned deeds and their records
and to all prior deeds and their records as they apply to and affect the lands
and premises being conveyed for a more particular description of the lands and

premises herein conveyed.

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD all our right and title in and to said quit-claimed
premises, with the appurtenances thereof, to the said Gordon M. Wood, and his

heirs and assigns, forever.

And furthermore we, the said Harold C. Wood and Jeannette Wood, do for
ourselves and our heirs, executors and administrators, covenant with the said
Gordon M. Wood, and his heirs and assigns, that from and after the ensealing
of these presents the said Harold C. Wood and Jeannette Wood will have and

claim no right, in, or to the said quit-claimed premises.




AWC IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we hereunto set our hands and seal this 2

ad

August, 199%4.

21

day of

Daiona gt Plndd €W

'Harold C. Wood

MZ@%W/ MWM

STATE OF VERMONT
COUNTY OF LAMOIIILE, SS.

Wood and Jeannette Wood personally appeared,

v
At WO[[()# , this 29 day of August, 1994 Harold C.
and they acknowledged this

instrument by them subscribed, to be their free act and deed. :
Before me WM%\

Notary Public U '

KS:9.10

vermont Property Trzisfer Tax
32 V.S.A. Chap. 231

—ACKNOWLEDGMENT—
deturn Rec'd.--Tax ['gid--Rrard of Health Cert. Rec'd.--
Vt. Laad Use & D -glopment Plans Act Cert. Rec'd,

Return N 94 — {#i54
Sfane@aﬁlmmcm
Uate uguft 23, 1994

Wolcott, Vermont Town Clerk's Office-—August 23, A.D. 1994 at 9 o'clock 24
minutes A.M.--Received for record an instrument of which the foregoing is

a true record.

-

}
Attes Town Clerk
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