To: Adjacent Municipal Planning Commissions, VT DHCD, Lamoille County Planning
Commission, Wolcott Selectboard

From: Wolcott Planning Commission

Date: 11/7/2025

Re: Report on the Draft Town of Wolcott Municipal Development Plan 2026-2033

The Wolcott Planning Commission, with technical assistance from the Lamoille County
Planning Commission, drafted a revised Town of Wolcott Municipal Development Plan 2026-
2033 to guide the community for the next eight years. A report is required by state law
when considering an amendment or update to the Municipal Plan. This report is intended
to meet the statutory requirements of 24 V.S.A. §4384(c).

The draft Town of Wolcott Municipal Development Plan is consistent with the Plan
objectives per Section 4382 of Chapter 117; Title 24 compatible with Vermont’s
Statewide Planning Goals (established under Section 4302). Among others, these goals
include:

e To plan development so as to maintain the historic settlement pattern of
compact villages and urban centers separated by rural countryside;

* To encourage the efficient use of energy and the development of renewable energy
resources;

e To provide for safe, convenient, economic and energy efficient transportation
systems that respect the integrity of the natural environment, including public
transit options and paths for pedestrians and bicyclers; and,

¢ To maintain and improve the quality of air, water, wildlife and land resources.
» To promote inclusivity, wellness, quality of life, and health.

The Town of Wolcott’s Municipal Plan is also guided by overall objectives listed by topic area
under the “Statement of Objectives” section.

Municipal Plan information and data were updated throughout the Plan.
The major changes by chapter are listed in the table below.

General data updates and updated plan

All chapters e )
policies and recommendations.
Updated narrative and charts/graphs with
. the latest Census data and Housing Needs
Housing

Assessment data. Per Act 47 and Act 181
added a housing targets section.

Added language about the Lamoille Valley
Rail Trail. Added table of new

Public Services and Community Facilities | municipally-owned land, including new
Town Forest. New policies were added on
topics of recreation and health equity.




Health and Wellness

Updated the Health and Wellness chapter
and incorporated concepts of Health
Equity.

Education and Childcare

Information updated on Early Childhood
Education services and “tuitioned” school
choice. Language on school budgets was
edited to explain Act 127.

Added language to reference Municipal
Roads General Permit, RCT Micro Transit
Service, and updated policies/

Transportation recommendations for flood resiliency.
Incorporated findings from the 2024 Walk
Audit on School Street.
Updated LEAP information and

Enerey and Utilities targets/analysis section. Addressed

statewide energy goals and updates to
comply with the latest Act 174 standards.

Economic Development

Updated to include discussion of the
Lamoille Valley Rail Trail and
incorporated community wastewater
project.

Natural Resources

Updated to comply with Act 171. Added
information on the new town forest. Added
to discussion of flood resiliency and use of
new planning tools such as the Municipal
Vulnerability Index Tool.

Historic/Scenic Resources

Added a new historic resource — the
Whetstone Mine.

Flood Resiliency (throughout)

Flood Resiliency continued to be included
throughout the Municipal Plan.
Incorporated recent flood data and priority
projects from the Hazard Mitigation Plan.
Updated policies and recommendations
considering recent flooding events.

Land Use

Updated to reference new statewide
housing targets.

If there are questions or comments with respect to the plan or this report, please contact
Victoria Hellwig, Regional Planner at (802-851-6342) or victoria@lcpcvt.org
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