MINUTES
of the Annual Town Meeting
for the Town of Wolcott, Vermont
March 3, 2026

The legal voters of the Town of Wolcott, Vermont are hereby warned to meet at
the Wolcott Elementary School in said Town on March 3, 2026 at nine o’clock in
the forenoon to act upon any of the following articles of business:

Members of the Wolcott Girls Scouts led the audience in the pledge of allegiance.
Representatives Dan Noyes spoke.

Moderator opened the meeting at 9:14 am with announcements.

Vote to waive the reading of Warning passed.

Article 1. Shall the voters appropriate $21,742.00 to the following social service
agencies, pursuant to 24 V.S.A. § 26917

American Red Cross S 500
Central Vermont Adult Basic Education 1,200
Central Vermont Council on Aging & RSVP 1,700
Clarina Howard Nichols Center 500
Craftsbury Saplings 500
Hardwick Area Food Center 1,000
Home Share Vermont 400
Justice for Dogs 500
Lamoille Community Food Share, Inc 1,200
Lamoille County Conversation District 500
Lamoille County Special Investigation Unit 1,082
Lamoille Economic Development Corp 750
Lamoille Family Center 500
Lamoille Home Health & Hospice 5,028
Lamoille Housing Partnership 300
Meals on Wheels of Lamoille County 1,400
North Central Vermont Recovery Center 1,000
North Country Animal League 1,000
River Arts 1,000
Rural Community Transportation, Inc 1,000

Salvation Farms 500



Bill Cotten made the motion to accept the article as read. Lee Ann Lee seconded
the motion.

Ruth Schroeder made the motion to amend the article to remove the American
Red Cross Appropriation for $500 and change it to Northern Rivers Land Trust for
the Bear swamp Project for $500. Brad Ecret seconded the amendment. Voice
vote to approve the amendment passed.

Voice vote to approve the amended article passed.

Article 2. Shall the voters appropriate $283,735.00 to the Lamoille County
Sheriff’'s Department to pay for patrol service?

Bill Cotten made the motion to accept the article as read. Linda reeve seconded
the motion.

Discussion — Why is this separate from the Selectboard’s budget? Onlya 2.25
increase over the last 10 years. s it for transparency?

Article 3. Shall the voters authorize the Selectboard to negotiate the purchase of
.34 acre of land at 4146 VT RTE 15, presently owned by Champlain Oil Company,
to be used as a municipal parking lot? Funding would be paid from reserved
funds set aside for this purpose.

Linda Reeve made the motion to accept the article. Kurt Billings seconded the
motion.

Discussion — Linda Martin spoke about how it would help with parking in the
Village for events at the Town Hall. She also said there is fuel leakage over the
ground. It is considered a Brownfield’s area. The town could get a grant to help
pay for the cleanup, town would not but it without the grant. Town verses the
corporation would have a better chance of getting the grant for the cleanup.
George Kominos asked about the cost. No amount has been discussed yet. Mike
Thomas said we shouldn’t buy a contaminated area, it’s the company job to clean
it up. Only Brownfield in town. Linda Martin said no it isn’t the only one in town.
Gordon Young thought we should buy it to clean it up because it’s in our town.
Chris Tatro felt we should buy the property. Barbara Conn asked what will be
after we clean it up. Linda Martin said it would stay a parking lot and maybe
make it a ride and share with electric car hook ups.



Ed Leriche-Firkey moved to call the question. Maria Stadmueller seconded the
motion. Voice vote to call the question passed. Voice vote to pass the article
passed.

Article 4. Shall the voters authorize payment of real property taxes to the Town
Treasurer in two equal instaliments; with delinquent taxes having charged
against them three percent (3%) penalty 1-5 days late, five percent (5%) penalty
6-10 days late, eight percent (8%) penalty after 10 days late and collect interest
on late and delinquent payments of one (1%) percent per month for the first
three months and one and half (1 %:%) thereafter? 32 V.S.A. § 4873 & §5136 (a)

First installment to be paid on or before November 16, 2026

No postmarks accepted after the close of business 32 VSA §4773

Second installment to be paid on or before May 17, 2027

No postmarks accepted after the close of business 32 VSA §4773

(32 VSA $4871)

Bill Cotten made the motion to accept the article as read. Linda reeve seconded
the motion. Voice vote passed the article.

Article 5. Shall the voters of the town vote to adopt the proposed Selectboard
budget in the amount of $1,585393.64 less anticipated revenues in the amount
of $319,002.00 leaving a portion thereof in the amount of $1,266,391.64 to be

raised by taxes.

Bill Cotten made the motion to accept the article as read. Maria Stadmueller
seconded the motion. Linda Martin made the motion to amend the article as the
appropriation amount and the Sheriff’s Department patrol amount was not
included in the total. Article should be amended to Shall the voters of the town
vote to adopt the proposed budget in the amount of $1,892,870.64 less
anticipated revenues in the amount of $319,002.00 leaving a portion thereof in
the amount of $1,573,868.64 to be raised by taxes. Belinda Harris Clegg seconded
the motion. Bill Coleen made the motion to call the question. Eric Furs seconded
the motion. Voice vote to call the question passed. Voice vote on the
amendment passed. Voice vote on the amend article passed.

Article 7. To transact any other non-binding business?



Bill Cotton would like to go back to officers running from the floor. Eric Furs
would like a list of candidates put on the website ahead of time. Patrick Dolan
likes the Australian ballot, people just need to step up and run. Kurt Billings said it
is more fair this way. Roger LaChance would like the town to put out a job
description of each elected officers duties. Joe Hester-Ingram announced that he
is stepping down from Moderator to give someone else a chance.

Article 6 to be voted on by Australian Ballot at the Wolcott Elementary School
between the hours of 8:00 am at which time the polls will open and 7:00 pm at
which time the polls will close. The legal voters are herby further notified that
voter qualification, registration and absentee voting relative to said meeting
shall be provided in Chapter 43 of Title 17, VSA.

The following article will be voted by Australian Ballot:

Article 6. To elect the following Town Officers as required by law:
Moderator — one year term — no one ran for office — write in totals
Total Ballots cast — 235

Joe Hester-Ingram — 30

Other write in total - 38

Blank votes — 164

Spoiled votes — 3

Joe Hester- Ingram elected as Moderator for a one year term.

Selectboard — three year term
Total Ballots cast — 235
Michael Paradee — 202
Write ins — 11
Blank votes — 20
Spoiled votes - 2

Michael Paradee elected to the Selectboard for a three year term.

Selectboard — two year term
Total Ballots cast — 235
Linda Martin — 202



Write ins — 10
Blank votes — 21
Spoiled votes — 2

Linda Martin elected to the Selectboard for a two year term.

Lister — three year term
Total Ballots cast — 235
Write ins — 20
Blank votes — 214
Spoiled votes — 1

No one was elected as a Lister for a three year term.

Library Trustee — five year term
Total Ballots cast — 235
Edith Duff — 205
Write ins—4
Blank votes — 26

Edith Duff elected a Library Trustee for a term of five years.

Library Trustee — two year term
Total Ballots cast — 235
Nicolette LeRiche— 218
Write ins—2
Blank votes — 15

Nicolette LeRiche elected a Library Trustee for a term of two years.
Library Trustee — one year term

Total Ballots cast — 235 All write-ins
Bradley Horstman - 2

Carol Lang-Godin -1

Sally Martin-1

Delores Day—1

Edward Thomas - 1



Heather Rock -2

Demag—-1

Gia LaChance -1
Kelly Lively — 1
Kim Green—9
Katie Black—1
Kurt Billings — 1

Kristen Foster—-1
Monica Cross— 1
Nike LeRiche - 1
Sally Gardner — 1
Laura Kaiser—1
Linda Brady — 3

Pat Rickart—1
Rebecca Ventrice -1
Blank votes —205

No one was elected as Library Trustee for a term of one year.

Cemetery Commissioner - five year term
Total Ballots cast - 235
Lucien Gravel — 207
Write ins — 6
Blank votes — 22

Lucien Gravel was elected as Cemetery Commissioner for a term of five years.

Cemetery Commissioner - four year term
Total Ballots cast — 235
Derrick Lowell — 205
Write ins — 2
Blank votes — 28

Derrick Lowell was elected as Cemetery Commissioner for a term of four years.

Belinda Harris Clegg motioned to adjourn. Eric Furs seconded the motion.



Meeting adjourned at 10:04 am.

Respectfully Submitted, Minutes Attested by:
y / »’
elinda Harrjs Clegg ‘ Nikki LeRiche

Wolcott Town Clerk Assistant Election Official



