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Sign

gardens

Pedestrian route from Rt. 15 to 
School Street destinations

Lamoille 
Valley 
Rail Trail 
(LVRT)

Future Park and Ride
(transit, EV charging) 

New bridge has 
multipurpose lanes

Places to meet 
up socially: 

coffee shop, 
cremee stand, 
music venue, 
community 
gardening, 
meeting space

Access to 
recreation: 

cycling, 
playground, 
hiking/walking, 
fishing, 
camping, 
paddlers access 
to the Lamoille 
River

Café

Campsites?

Sign

Paddlers 
launch

Event space in 
former school

Lawn with 
Pavillion?

Sign/Trailside 
feature at 

former station

Traffic 
calming 
on School 
Street

Walking 
trails 

Village destinations that are inviting for 
residents and visitors alike

What do 
residents 
want?



Placemaking Strategy #1

Start with a 
sandwich board, 
upgrade to a sign 
etched on a rock

Enhance resiliency in response to flooding

Becoming flood resilient requires social and physical infrastructure. 
• Riverside Park will be a multifunctional landscape.  Most of the time it will be a new hub 

for recreation, gathering and being in nature, and afford new options for getting around 
in the village. When storms hit it will be a sponge for stormwater and help to contain 
flood waters, protecting people, property, livelihoods and water quality.

• New recreation options and gathering spaces at Riverside Park will make people in 
Wolcott feel more connected to each other, enhancing community life and the 
community’s resilience as storm frequency and intensity increases.

• A more flood resilient and walkable village, inviting new public gathering and event 
spaces, and additional wastewater capacity are assets that support local businesses and 
can help Wolcott attract investment. 

Making Riverside Park a welcoming experience for residents and visitors. 
• Begin with how someone reaches the park - make walking or biking as convenient and 

easy as driving. 
• Introduce art that expresses community identity and to interpret the site’s history and 

change over time and the village’s riverside setting. 
• Select materials for durability to flooding and ease of maintenance. 

Future Town
Forest
connection



Placemaking Strategy #2 Make the Village inviting and accessible

Attach banners to utility 
poles to help bring people 
arriving from the LVRT and 
VT Rt 15 to School Street. 
Banners cue drivers they 
are in a neighborhood 
with slower traffic and a 
cost-effective way to 
showcase pride of place.

• Continue to improve School Street (bridge to the LVRT crossing)
• Strengthen sense of the Village with banners and wayfinding signage; 
• Extend the walking path on the west side of the bridge to Riverside Park

The new bridge will have 
multipurpose lanes and is 
adjacent to Riverside Park. 
Extending the western path 
will bring people to Riverside 
Park.  Improve the 200’ of 
frontage on School Street on 
with a row of trees a sign 
and a path. Explore on street 
parking.

Right, parking spaces and a curb at 
buyout property in Northfield



la

Placemaking Strategy #3 Create more ways to get around and new public areas

• Use Riverside Park to increase connectivity and access between Route 15, Riverside 
Park, the Old Schoolhouse, Town Offices and library and the LVRT. 

Develop signage for visitor 
information, wayfinding and 
to convey Wolcott identity

Sidewalk signs are fast and cheap to 
make until permanent signs can be 
designed and installed. They are also 
useful for public events. (Above, where 

to park; below, no cars beyond)

Open 
area

New
Space

Paths through the park 
bring people to new 
recreation areas and 
make it easier to get 
around the village 
without a car. Provide 
multiple entries along 
the lengthy LVRT 
frontage to encourage 
passersby to explore 
the village (and spend 
$$ at local businesses). 

Historic 
train stop

A paddlers trail to a launch/fish/swim spot



Placemaking Strategy #4 Slow the cars, meet local needs, have more fun

• Use Riverside Park to increase connectivity and access between Route 15, Riverside 
Park, the Old Schoolhouse, Town Offices and library and the LVRT. 

Design is more 
important than 
the posted speed 
limit in 
determining how 
fast drivers 
travel.  

Advisory lanes put all users of low traffic roads on an equal 
par. Explore advisory lanes from the bridge to the LVRT 
intersection as an alternative to double yellow striping

Provide limited site parking.  On street parking, head-in parking or  
a small parking area screened by street trees may be options and 
can afford space for food trucks at events.

Banners, on street parking, street 
trees, fences and advisory lanes are all 
suitable on School Street.



Facility Programming 
Character Examples

Gravel walking paths, and shelters with gravel floor 
are flood friendly options at buyout properties   

The former homesite affords  
flexible open spaces the 
community can program

At the Krusch Nature 
Preserve fencing defines a 
route and draws the eye to 
the view (above left), in 
another location to limit 
vehicular access (above). At 
left, an outdoor 
classroom/theater in the 
woods.

A mini library and bike racks welcome visitors. 
In a natural area an interpretative sign’s QR 

code links to additional information.  Etched 
boulders make durable signs. Well placed 

benches create rest areas along paths and 
opportunities for local artists. At left, Champ sculpture in St. Albans Bay Park
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