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“Town of Wolcott’s Bear Swamp_Parcel Update

Jim Ryan, NRLT Trustee

As we settle into April, we are reminded of the
awakening that occurs this time of year, when
mud season transitions to spring. Here at Bear
Swamp, the black birds have returned, and we
have heard our first American woodcocks and
Wilson’s snipes and observed their aerial mating
displays. Soon the wood frogs will return and
then the spring peepers, exploding in the evening
with their deafening serenades. Our resident
American bittern will soon follow, making their
distinct galumphing movement and calls as they
wade through the wetland.

My farm includes the ecologically significant Bear
Swamp wetland ecosystem complex that borders
the Town of Wolcott’s Bear Swamp parcel. The
town took ownership as the result of a tax sale.
The Town is in the process of conserving this

ten acre property with NRLT. The Wolcott select
board would like to allow access to the wetland
for educational purposes, boating, birding,
fishing, and hunting.

Last fall the town and NRLT began jointly
fundraising for the conservation of the parcel

a conservation easement and the perpetual
stewardship and monitoring of the parcel which
NRLT would provide. As of this writing, we are
happy to report that our fundraising efforts were
successful, and our goal exceeded by generous
donors.

Wolcott’s select board voted to form a new three
person Bear Swamp Stewardship Committee,
which will oversee the stewardship and
management of the parcel, on behalf of the town.
NRLT has hired local ecologist Matt Peters with
the surplus Bear Swamp conservation donations
to undertake a rapid ecological assessment of
the parcel to inventory rare plants, ecosystem
communities, and wildlife habitats. Both the town
and NRLT will benefit from reviewing the results
of the assessment to better understand and
manage the property for future generations.

Thank you to all who have made donations for the
conservation of Bear Swamp!



