
Wolcott Selectboard Meeting Minutes 
July 1, 2026 

 
Held at Wolcott Town Office and via Zoom: 6:00 p.m. 
 
All Minutes are draft until approved by the Selectboard: Please see July 15, 2026 Minutes for final approval. 
 
Selectboard:​ Linda Martin, Allen Carpenter, Dolan Patrick, Kurt Billings, (Absent: Michael Paradee) 
Guests: ​ Karen Kotecki [Right of Way Services, LLC] 
Present:​ Michelle Gudorf, Belinda Clegg (Town Clerk), Monica Cross  
 
Watch the recorded meeting for the complete discussion: Visit or Subscribe to Town of Wolcott, VT on Youtube 
 
Martin called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. 
 
Adjustments to the Agenda: None 
 
Approve Selectboard Meeting Minutes of June 17, 2026:  Motion by Patrick to approve the Minutes of June 17, 2026. 
Seconded by Carpenter. Voting: All 4 in favor.    
 
Approve Special Selectboard Meeting Minutes of June 24, 2026:  Motion by Patrick to approve the Special Wastewater 
Meeting Minutes of June 24, 2026. Seconded by Carpenter. Voting: All 4 in favor.    
 
Correspondence/Comments from the Community:  

Correspondence: 
●​ VT ANR : Stormwater permit needed for subdivision project on Pinnacle Lane property 
●​ The Northern Rivers Land Trust May Newsletter: Recent Conservation Action on Wolcott Pond and Bear 

Swamp Conservation Area Update-both are on Town’s website.   
●​ Letter from property owner on Keeler Pond Rd voicing a variety of complaints: unclear if the Town can 

address any of them 
●​ Copy of letter from VT Dept of Taxes notifying towns required to reappraise Education Grand List 

properties 
●​ Letter from Wolcott Elementary School thanking the Wolcott Public Library for arranging for and 

funding a week-long Circus Smirkus residency for elementary students. 
●​ ROW Excavation permit: work has been completed for Northern Rivers Land Trust parking lot at 

intersection of Courchaine Farm Rd and Elmore Pond Rd. Motion by Martin to approve the Northern 
Rivers Land Trust parking lot Application for Right of Way Excavation Permit at intersection of 
Courchaine Farm Rd and Elmore Pond Rd, Seconded by BIllings. Voting: All 4 in favor.  

 
Comments from the Community: Cross enquired about the E911 sign installation and when town will resume 
the installation. Board is discussing later in this meeting. She also enquired about the reappraisal status. 
Appraisal process conducted over a 2-year period. Property owners will be notified by letter. Property owners 
will then receive  a code allowing them to follow the process online. 

   
Application for NEKCV to install underground fiber optic cable on Keeler Road in Wolcott: [Karen Kotecki, Right of Way 
Services, LLC]: Seeking permission to install AND maintain ~1358 ft of fiber optic cable encased in conduit and one spare 
conduit along the northerly side of Keeler Pond Rd, 3 ft deep. Every 500 ft they will put in a splice box.   Motion by 
Patrick to approve the Application for Right of Way Excavation Permit for the North side of Keeler Pond Rd for NEKCV 
conduit with note that the installation shall occur as far away from the road while still within the ROW as possible to 
prevent prohibiting future culvert installation. Seconded by Carpenter. Voting: All 4 in favor. 
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Set Compost and trash pricing [Belinda Clegg, Town Clerk]: Awaiting receipt of additional  information, Clegg requested 
we table this until the July 15 meeting. 
 
SB and Wastewater Committee to set up Wastewater Commission (2 Selectboard members and 3 residents on the 
Commission): Martin shared the draft (7/1/26) of the bylaws- the Sewer Commission will approve these bylaws. Martin 
will provide a booklet that offers guidance for the commission. THis commission is critical to hiring the certified 
operator and manage fees. Carpenter and Paradee are interested in representing the Selectboard on the Commission. 
Martin proposed the Commission be comprised of users of systemto participate on commission. Billings will ask 
neighbors if they’re interested. Martin suggested Bjerke. Hoping to have a Commission formed by August 1, 2026. Once 
the first connection is created, the testing begins, so the management company needs to have been contracted by that 
point. Indirect permit should be shared with the Commission. Revisit July 15.  
 
Village Edible Garden Committee: Reviewed rules, charter and application. Motion by Martin to formally recognize the 
Wolcott Village Edible Garden Committee as a standing Town committee. Seconded by Patrick. Voting: All 4 in favor. 
 
Selectboard AdministratIve Assistant Report:  

●​ Maintenance Budget  
○​ E911 signs. Contact Maintenance RFQ list for bids. Begin with a budget of $3000 toward the installation. 
○​ Library Snow guard: Need one 6 ft over Library front door-do we need to extend over ADA ramp door? 

Board will look at situation and report to Gudorf. 
○​ Salt Shed: Billings will look into repairs and costs. 

●​ LVRT "manual" bike/ped count: LCPC has interns this summer that we could send out in July and August to a 
preferred location, such as the Wolcott Trailhead, to sit and collect data for a period of time on preferred day of 
the week. This might help start to collect some long-term regional data for the LVRT and outdoor rec economy, 
that could be useful for future planning, grant apps, & community use of the new CORE Toolkit. TO benefit the 
trust and the town can use the data. Good data for future grants for cafe, 

○​ Safety issue where path intersects School St -issues with bikes not stopping at bridge before entering 
roadway. 

●​ North Wolcott Rd Erosion: 
○​ Noted additional erosion just south of 696 North Wolcott Rd. Photographed and documented erosion in 

spreadsheet. Issue is being monitored by Cafferky and Gudorf. 
○​ Paradee noted ongoing erosion along North Wolcott Rd just north of 4524 embankment preceding 

property owners bridge-first instance record April 7, followed by the flooding events that occurred 
between June 10 and 24. Issue is being monitored by Cafferky and Gudorf. Board agreed to riprap slope 
immediately to save what remains before next storm erodes to point of catastrophic repairs. 

●​ Updated VT culverts database with culverts replaced during flooding 
●​ Sent ordinance violation letters (Certified Mail) to 277 Flat Iron Rd-final notice (no receipt yet); 3711 North 

Wolcott Rd (no receipt yet), and 4740 North Wolcott Rd (return certified mail receipt) 
●​ Notified Wheeler re Town Hall supplied water for his and Hunter’s property. He found nothing in the deed 

addressing the supplied water. He is thinking about options for that property and will request time with the 
selectboard once he develops a plan.  

●​ New WIFI installed at Town Garage-public has been notified to call office or send road issue via the website or 
email. Phone service cancelled 7/1/26-takes up to one month to discontinue service. 

●​ Large Flower Pot: Marquis Houle requested one of the large flower pots if the town isn't going to use them (we 
have three remaining-1 is cracked) (802-371-7557). Pots belong to Kie (Rec Comm)- 

●​ Wolcott Community BBQ: Received $250 from Union Bank -thank you mailed. 
●​ North Wolcott Rd Ball field parking lot: Motorist backed into fence rail. We have this name. He was very 

apologetic and offered to pay for any repair, although he thinks it’s knocked over but not broken.  
●​ FEMA DR4810 (2024 flood):  

○​ East HIll Rd Culvert replacement: RFP went out Thursday June 25. Closes July 10. Bids will be opened 
Monday July 13th at 10am. Lucien Gravel, Martin, Joey Wilson, and Gudorf on the bid opening panel.  

●​ PACIF (VLCT) Grant. Covers 50% of costs for safety items. We can get up to $2500 from PACIF: purchasing 15 
traffic cones for highway department as well as wifi smoke alarms. Would like to see if we can get surveillance 
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cameras for the Town Garage and Town Office. Gudof asked  Paradee to scope out the best cameras. We have 
budgeted $1000 for the purchase of cameras. 

 
Select Board Review/Action:​  

a. ​ Tabled request by property owner Reed Rd to delay delinquent taxes: Received signed Letter of  
Agreement from the Property Owner. Payments of $600 will be made monthly by 30th of each month 
beginning June 30, 2026. Balance of all delinquent taxes including tax, interest, penalty, and all other 
associated fees and costs allowed by law to be paid in full by June 30, 2027. Interest will accrue at a rate 
of 1.5% per month thereafter until all taxes are paid in full. Payments applied first on interest, then 
penalty, then taxes. Motion by Patrick to accept delinquent tax agreement from property owner on 
Reed Rd. Seconded by Carpenter . Voting: All 4 in favor 

b.​ Revisit North Wolcott Rd mailboxes and road safety issue: Le Riche requested with USPS to move the  
mailboxes to a safer location (Le Riche Rd) and the Post Master refused. Martin requested assistance 
from LCPC (Jones) to find an alternative to reduce speed at the intersection. State came out a few years 
ago to assess the speeding situation at the intersection and proposed getting a digital speed sign.  
Other options discussed : 

●​ Add seasonal rubber speed hump in south bound lane; they would be removed November-May 
●​ Add pedestrian crossing sign with 35mph on southbound lane.both sides of road near 

mailboxes (add painted lines?).  Board opted for this option until state can figure out the 
intersection.  

●​ PO Box 
c.​ New State Forest Fire Warden Designations:  

1.​ Act 162 designates method by which town forest fire wardens are designated: Town Fire Chief 
will automatically serve as Town Forest Fire Warden (personnel form submitted to state) 

2.​ Town Forest Fire Wardens are required to notify FPR of all wildland fires in their jurisdiction 
within 24 hrs and submit reports within 48 hrs after extinguishment. 

3.​ Changes to reimbursement procedures for fire suppressant costs on ANR land 
4.​ Act 162 established statewide definition of campfire:  A campfire is defined as a fire 36 inches in 

diameter or less that is built in stone arches, outdoor fireplaces, or existing fire rings, or fires 36 
inches in diameter or less built in a location that is 200 feet or more from any forestland, or 
field containing dry grass or other flammable plant materials contiguous to forestland. This 
definition clarifies which fires may be kindled without a permit and aims to help reduce 
confusion among residents regarding recreational fires. Per statute, campfires are excluded 
from requiring a Permit to Kindle Fire but may be banned by the FPR Commissioner during 
periods of elevated fire risk. Your town may have additional ordinances in place that further 
restrict campfires within your municipality. Clearly defining campfires allows the State to issue 
burn restrictions on debris burning and campfires during times of elevated fire danger or poor 
air quality. 

d.​ Updates:  
●​ None 

 ​  
Motion by Billings to adjourn at 7:36 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Michelle Gudorf   

 
The next regularly scheduled Selectboard meeting is July 15, 2026 at 6:00pm at Wolcott Town Office. 
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