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Recent Conservation Action on Wolcott Pond

Laurie Gullion, NRLT Trustee

he Northern Rivers Land Trust is excited to

have signed an easement agreement with
Steve Young and Jan Roy in December 2025 to
protect significant acreage on Wolcott Pond. The
approximately 119 acres in the new easement
conserves the northern and northeastern end
of this beautiful, quiet-water pond. Almost a
half mile of undeveloped, semi-wild shoreline is
protected.

“Steve and Jan have long dreamed of conserving
their property,” said NRLT Chair Jack Travelstead.
“There will be a lasting impact on the Wolcott
Pond landscape and local community as a result
of their commitment. Congratulations Steve and
Jan on the legacy you have protected for future
generations.”

The addition of the Young/Roy easement brings
the NRLT’s total conserved acreage to 2,068
acres. Of that total, Wolcott has been the most
active town in NRLT’s service area with 569 acres
conserved by private landowners and 736 acres in
the Wolcott Community Forest.

The easement on the 242 Keeler Pond Road
property is designed to allow management of
the working forested landscape, increase timber
value, enhance wildlife habitat, and prohibit
development along the Wolcott Pdnd shoreline.

Agrial view of Wolcott Pond looking north.
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The parcel contains a significant watershed with
notable wetlands and two streams flowing into
the pond and ultimately the Lamoille River.

The Young/Roy property contains an interior
road system for continued forest management.
The camp visible from the pond is included in

the easement with restrictions on development.
The family has retained approximately 32 acres as
an excluded area that includes their home, barn,
garage, and chapel.

Land conservation can take time! NRLT trustees
worked with the Young/Roy family for 10

years, as they finalized their vision for the land.
Ultimately a land swap between family members
allowed an expanded length of shoreline to be
included in the easement.

Conservation also takes people! The land trust

thanks the extended Young/Roy family and the
many donors who contributed funds to steward
the property in perpetuity.

“Steve and Jan have long dreamed of
conserving their property,” said NRLT
Chair Jack Travelstead. “There will be

a lasting impact on the Wolcott Pond
landscape and local community as a result
of their commitment. Congratulations
Steve and Jan on the legacy you have
protected for future generations.”

— Jack Travelstead, NRLT Chair




